{
i

 COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY 15557
_ _115.‘Notes oh eonvérsat;'ohs with two Spanish‘»fz'ﬁhiisici'anss‘ s 'S:eptémbér'ﬁ?é: o L :

Canversations with two Spanish physicians in Snaig September 23, 1973t ; '

Heelth, in Spain, is considered of a lower level of imporiance than in the United
States as reflected in the fact that the national health agency, Direccion General
de Senidad, is only a section under.the Ministry of. the Interiorand not & ‘department
of its own, Algo. it has in ‘the<past been and 81111 larrely is inefféctive and
worse, having been headed by political appointees; such as. Prenco's daughter's
obstebricien (7) - rather than the best treined and bestwqualified man. Also 4
- money interests and dowriright carruption : (brivery) have controlled. the health s
‘agency and in particular ‘the Centro Nacional de Parmacobiologia (Control of. Medtoines)

. ‘which corresponds to' our PDA and which, in Spain, has been "just 1ike the Hafia®, -

The blg moneyed pharmaceutical. companies: can gét past-laws end prevent lawe and:
rules being passed by thetr: power and bribery. Money rules, absolutely. - "
However, a yesr ago (Yor the first time a good wellwquelified men, Dr. - : i
Pederico Bravo Morete, wae appointed as Director of Health and another fipe many - . B 5
Dr. Manuel Reol Tejada, was appointed as head of the Centro Nafional de Parmacobiologia.
So there may be some changes but the doctors:we interviewed beliye these two! with the -
best will in the world cennot buck the entrenched powerful interests which have held .
swey go long and which fitinto the whole miliue of Franco Spain, It was the super . s
capitel iste, the very rich,fighting the socialists = not Commmnigs - in the. Civil .. -
War armd they won. Spain has been ruled for their benefit ever since, in a very ¥ight D
dictatoriel system. There hae been some easing up or he eould-nod have been tal-king "
4o ue in this menner or doing the writing he is. But also there has been clamping e
down agsin recently, such.as in: the selection -of the University prewidents oo
In this setting, the gale and use of medicines in Spein is ghastly. ‘Anything
to make money, both vhen-some drug pompanies Jmow what they are doing by omitting .. L
warnings,  directly lying, and denying adverse effects, pushing use of ‘dangerows ... ¢ GRE
druge for all sorts of uses; meking "shotgun" combination medicines of up %o elght R
~different drugs in one £ perfectly incredible things a1l well -docuitented by one of: |
these physieihha.) and 81lso when they don't lmow'what they are doing and “hrough - |
ignorance some companies, stich as smaller “kitchen". drug.companies w putting out R
potent mddicines without secarcely eny information on use, Advertising 1n»‘)"','roely e
distributed pharmaceutical companies "journpls" fits the pattern of no waraings, - e
even direct lies, push, push, push sales. *he whole medicine picture he described !
is so awful it makes one.afreid to. put one_self in the hands of a-doctor in Spain.
ind the worst of it is, that from these two physician's point-of view, it is all
done because of greed. As one of the doctors said, only ‘a few people- they Jmow in
Spain, their close friends, think of money as what 1t should be."just a help to
1iving"; to all the rest, nearly everyone, money is everything, - e
The difference in Spein compared to America, in their opinion, is that in
the United States we still believe something can be. done about- it even though money = i
is getting so powerful there ( in UeS.) too, waldan make chenges, Here in Spaim, = . 0
it is impossible, One of 'the doctors :says he is not a:cynic.when he sounds 80" e PR
hopeless; he is a stoic about ‘the Spanish situation. SR cat
) He seid that Spain Has no Public Health but it doea nave & Nationel Health - -
Service for all the peoples However, there is:much better private health oaye for.
“4hose vho can dPfard it. ‘Two systems and that for the poorer people is definitely |
jnferior. -He cited an exsmple of a distant velative ‘6 his who in the: National "o
Health Service was dingnosed as heart fallure (7) but when hé finally went-to-a . i
private doctor, it wae diagnosed as splastic anemia from which he dieds He ‘gaid: -
when National Health Service is as unreliable as this, 1% 18 ‘obvious one cannot
obtain reliable reports of incidence of aplastic anemia in Spaine . |
) He mentioned a bare possiblity of a change for the bettor becsuse he has beard - . -
that the big phermaceutical companies are asking for stricter laws in Jdabelinge . ¢ .
He figures this is 'an effort to drive out the ‘competition of 1little businesses .~ v i
“put 1t may work ‘o the good in terms of better labeling. L i,
; Hesaid Parke-Davis's new Chloromyeetin Monograph end label are good compared .
to the awful low Spanish stendards in labeling but:still not:good. enough for the bt -
heabth of the people of Spain. When asked if the new label is "appropriste” for Spain,

they said Mappropriate” fovSpain 1s not the right word since the Monograph end label




