15558 COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY

1s "appropriate" to the present situation in Spain and in enother sense it is not.
They said the Monograph' should be stronger, more like the United States label for
the best health for the Spanish people. i ) : S s
The health regulatory agency does not require: /- recall of old-labeldd stpok,: -
il nor does it require warnings on advertising., He showed
us horrible examples of such advertising which: the health regulatory sgencyi-ie
unable to control. > . e ey . e T e
T One of the doctors also read to.us an ‘ineredibly long list of all sorte of
forms of presentation of avlﬁ@ﬁ*(?)' product as an example of g;very Bhad product,
greatly pushed, and very much used, 'He Bpoke also of another ¥y poor and dangerous
product: for the right to sell it; he kmew. that bribery had been involved, having
heard certsin orders given over the phone, .. - . . e : . o
One of these doctors we interviewed has done a very painstaking study with
many charts graphically portraying the insdequacies — and worse-of much of the ¢
product information:supplied bY the pharmaceitical :companies,By going into this
kore fully in the¢notes, we are afraid that we might-identify the author of this
study and in the ~*<<:l political climate of Spain at the present (March, 1874)
ge have some concern for his safety since'he is so outgpokenly critical, Even in
eptember when he thought the political situation had #reatly improved in Spain,
he 8a1d he could not testify publicly on-. these matters when he visited United
States as it would not be safe for him in Spain:-afterwards. He. is vitally intereated
©in" the problem of ‘the low quality of the information given to doctors . on use of :
.- ‘medicines and has mede & serious atudy of the situation, He has presented some
. of his findings to the fine-new director of the Centro “acional de Parmacobiologia
.. Who'is a friend'of his snd who welcomed his documented information, He translated
for us a description of chloramphenicol ‘in & textbook which he had written and ht
hed good strong warnings and use restrictions but this has not been typical of
irformation on chloramphenicol in Spain. He'aleo took down.-the book most widely
used by doctors. in Spain arranged by ‘illnesses with recommended medicines for
each illness and after "tonsilitis", there was "ehloramphenicol”, He says 1t is
routinely and very widely used gwr tonsilitis and in his own mind feels sure that:
Judy must have been given it for ‘tonsilitis when she was in Spain,: that 1t would <
be the most- likely ‘thing she would be given, When we protested that he was supposed
to be a Umiversity doctor, he said that would not-make any difference, ; 3
: "The ‘education of doctors in usqof‘medicines in Spain is very poorly done by
- the pharmaceuticel companies, - The. education of doctors in medicine in general .
‘even in the Universities shows great need for improvement. It is a pig problen,
He maid, though, the biggest broblem 1s the doctors. They don't kmow and they:
- don't care! If every doctor demanded full education in medicine, it would make
© the & fference. He stresses that the dogtorr?in Svain are at fault as well as the
pharmaceutionl companies or more o, - | ..,
© " He gatd we could try to see offickals’in Yadr4d, the Director of Health and
_the Director of Drugs ‘but that we: should not. expect anything to happen, * But he
feels our personal -story mey add a bit to the possibility of some 1little change.
One of the doctors said it would not be good. for him %o wrdte an article just
singling out chloremphenicol,: that -the: broader-problem is more important and a
more effective way of attacking the problem. BT Cet ‘
Referring to a book by. Weirstiwn, a top ‘expert on infectious disesses in:.U,S.,
-he said that in his discussion of aplastic anemia, he wivides aplastic anemia into
Iwo types: one the’ hypersensitivity aplastic anemia,  the other the toxie. type,
heh he. went on to say the Nypersensitivity is Just. 4’ theory but he -feels there is

something to it since chloramphenicol induced fatsl aplatic anemia is not.dose. . b
‘related, appears long after. _:fthevd'ggei (1ong “time ln‘pseg, and-has femilial characteritics
to a degree. This is what Parkes"avis and others refer to as the genetic theory. =
Our Bpanish physician thipksthe geftic theory explanation can be used as an excuse

by tﬁe'harmaecutical*emmies for not giving aplegtic anemia possibilities their due,

He sayait is just a theory but even 1f it should prove corpecty there stil) should be
full warnings &to. - He said there may bé scmething to the 'race" 'genetic . theory.
Anglo-Saxons seem more susceptible than Yediterraneans though conceded the effect on
apparent incidence due to more or less adequate reporting and records. He' said certainly . .
Spain has cases of aplatic anemia. and.oited hig distent relative. Spain has quite a

_numver of cases due to use of benzine in manufacturing,




