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- ."AS an example of what can ‘hdppen.
<in this complex situation, we observed-
~the case of a woman—thin, nervous,-
=Jittery—who went into a large .phar-
~xhacy in Costa Rica and asked ‘by name -
cfor a potent tranquilizer. The clerk.
-5aid he had something far better, and

- 250ld her a supply of what ‘we recog-
‘nized as a powerful but;daﬁ/gerqusfthy- :
-roid drug. It 'inay'haVe'»*b’een.the appro-
“Pliate’ drug for her. But what ‘made -
the event memorable is that we were

“unable to tell whether the clerk —who

“cted without consulting any :of his.
Solleagues:—was aged 14,13, or 12.- " - B
*-. Since these findings ‘were published :
n May ‘of 1976, and simultaneously
‘Presented in testimony before the US. |
“Sen ubcommittee on -MonoPoly, -
ere have been 1gns ‘that 1he situa--
tion may be- corrected ‘more swittly |
than had been anticipated:~ A b
.. -*The findings were -widely reported
- throughout Latin :America by newspa-
pers, radio and television. s
- eIna number of global drug compa-
nies, some offic’,ials—aespeci‘aiuy‘j‘those’
concerned with research and medical

affairs—are urging their firms to fol-

low the same promotional policies they’

use in the United States in all their for-
. eign promotion, ., .- %

- *The United States &éleéé,tion

: ! Q?fthe? '
- International Federation of Pharma-
‘ceutical Manufacturers has called for | .
- Standardized drug ‘promotion, ‘world- |
wide, with full disclosure of hazards. b
;. %At least one major drug company ‘|
.in this country has already changed its
promotion in Central America, limft- |
ing the claims for its products and dis- E
_closing’ their dangers. " S R
- Until all companies follow this lead,
however, many Physicians' and phar- -
mmacists in many countries ‘may con- "
tinue to be: ‘uninférmed ‘or misin-
formed, and’ travelers ,should remain -
forewarned, - .= L T T
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