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physician-patient relationship. T must echo the words of President Carter who
this week in his State of the Union Address, commented that government regula-
tion of private lives must be decreased. Such regulation is particularly disturbing
when it originates with physicians who by virtue of a medical degree hecome
instant experts on health care. Some regulation is obviously necessary when the
public health and welfare are genuinely at risk, but when regulation of drugs
is being considered, I beg for inclusion of the people who use the compounds.
who know from experience if they are effective and who are ultimately responsi-
ble for the welfare of patients, in the policy making process.

I thank the Committee for consideration of my comments and the demonstrated
interest in assuring the availability of safe, effective and reasonably accessible
therapeutic agents to the public. Should I be able to supply any further informa-
tion, I will be glad to do so.

Sincerely,
JAMES G. PrIcE, M.D.
Associate Professor, Department of Family Practice.
Curriculum vitae enclosed.
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