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~ Dr. Magee. I have trouble with 5 years. There have been drugs pro-

duced recently which have been a boon to medicine and which in some
‘sense have marked a breakthrough. They may be over more than of
- a b-year span. The thiazine antidiuretics I put in this class and the oral

antidiabetics T would also put in this class. ‘

Mzr. Goroon. Developed 1in Europe? - o

Dr. Magge. In Europe, yes. If you would expand this to 10 or 15
- years, there have been a host of preparations produced by the drug
industry, antibiotics, derivatives of adrenal steroids and so forth, which
have represented real breakthroughs. )

~ Mr. Gorpon. But not in the past 5 years for those ? ,

-~ Dr. Macee. No, these are over a longer period of time, that is true,
- but it would be improper I think to pretend that we do not owe a tre-
mendous lot to drug company research. Many of the sick are now in a
better position than they were 20 years ago as a result of drug company
- research and other research aside from drug companies, but the ques-

tion is whether the cost of the drug is out of line with the cost of re-

search, and I think the Kefauver committee made it plain that it was.

Mr. Gorpon. How many drugs can you think of which treat ailments

better than any existing therapy ¢ Prostaphlin would be an example,
would it not? : B _ ,

- Dr. Mager. The synthetic penicillins. They were developed origin-

ally in England, and may have been developed a little more than 5
- years ago, but this is the case, that they treat a type of infection which -
- wasnot readily treatable before. R - ‘

- Mr. Gorpon. You state that a few years ago there was a spate of
expensive highly touted antibiotics which turned out to be valueless
‘ a?dhsu-bf;equently disappeared. Could you give us the names of some
- ofthese? ~ LR i .

Dr. Macee. Yes. I had two particularly in mind. One was Carbo-
‘mycin. It became evident in the course of time that Carbomycin was
not as effective as an existing antibiotic, Erythromycin. When it be-
came evident that there were staphylococci that were resistant to peni-

 cillin or became resistant, a spate of drugs was developed, each of

which was said to be effective against penicillin-resistant staph. In
‘the course of time it became evident that staph resistance developed
to these as well. Carbomycin was one which produced a cross-resistance.
- to Ervthromycin such that Erythromvein, which was a reasonably
‘good drug, was no loncer effective against a staphylococcus organism
which had previously been treated with Carbomycin. Then this drug
disanpeared, But the advertising did not..
Mr. Goroon. That was actually a harmful drug, wasn’t it, because it

made a person resistant to the application of a good drug? :
~ Dr. Maceee. Yes, that is true. In that sense it was harmful, because
it did displace a better drug. But this better drug in the course of time
was shown to have toxicity of its own. It took time to appear also. .
- Another one was a drug which is called Sigmamyein. You may re-
member that this one had some notorietv. becanse the Saturday Review
looked into some of the advertising testimonials that were used in its
advertisement. - i

“Senator Nrrson. Thank you very much. We certainly appreciate
your taking the time to come before the committee today. Your testi-
_ mony has been very useful to us. '
- Dr. Magee. Thank you.



