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" Mr. Gorpox. How many civil and criminal cases- s have been brought
against drug firms in the last couple of years for false and misleading
, advertlsmg9
- Mr. GoopricH. Seven or elO’ht I would have to get the exact figure

for you.

Mr. GorboN. Are these criminal ¢

Mr. GoopricH. Some criminal and some seizures.
© Mr. Gorbon. What has been the disposition of these?

. Mr. Goobricu. The seizures? I believe there were three of them.

All four of them were settled by consent decree. One of them may
not have been finally settled—in any event, we have worked. up & con-
sent decree with them and it will be the fourth. :

One of the criminal cases was settled on a plea of no]o contendele, i
and the other three or four are pending on motions to dlsmlss n that
kind of a setting.

Dr. Gooparp. We will prov1de this information; as you will recall
in response to Senator Javits’ question as well.*

Mr. Gorbon. Which publication has been most promment in the
carrying of false or misleading medical advertising? 7
- Dr. Gooparp. We have not ‘made any study of pubhcatlons One
 would have to really carry on a comprehensive analysis of this. T

cannot answer that questmn 1ntelhgently, because: we have not carrled
out such a study. :

Now, of course, you realize that most of these advertlsements that
we were striking at were carried by many publications. You know,
the editors’ plight is really a difficult one, because it takes our staff 3
to 4 man-days as a minimum, and usually around 10 man-days, to
analyze an ad completely and to provide me with a report..
 Mr. Gorpow. In reading the complaints-of the Justice Department
I notice that one name stands out among others. That is the Journal
of the American Medical Association.

Dr. Gooparp. Well, I am told they have the largest paid advermsmg
receipts of any ]ournal published, so that does not really surprise me.
But I would not limit it to the J AMA It is not solely thelr problem.
It is a tough problem for the editor to contend with.

We have worked very closely with the Drug Research Board: of
the National Academy of Sciences, which has also vigorously sup-
ported this concept. We have urged the leading trade associations of
the drug industry to underwrite the costs of the compendium in the
interests of better medical therapy and with the possibility of a more
rational approach to the package msert by both industry and Gov-
ernment.

Senator Nelson, FDA is making every effort to make sure that the
claims for a drug and the guidance for its proper usage, will be in
the hands of all those who prescribe or compound or otherwise are
responsible for drug therapy. Thus far, neither industry nor orga-
nized medicine has come forward to undertake such a compendlum ®
have had to make a start in thisdirection on our own.

This cartridge of microfilm, Senator Nelson, is our begmnmg ef-
fort in the productlon of a drug labeling compendium for our own
agency’s use. We are putting into this film record updated package

-inserts, to make sure that only ap roved inserts are accompanymo the
drug products coming oﬂ" the pro uctmn line. ‘

" 1'See pp. 751 752,



