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packaged and labeled internally by us, so in the interest of exped1ency we are
asking you to destroy all Pfizer Laboratories and J. B. Roerig samples. -~

As to trade packages of Pfizer Laboratories and J. B. Roerig drugs, you can
have every confidence that when. the pharmacist fills. your prescriptions for thése
products they will continue to meet every applicable standard of 1dent1ty,
quality, purity and labeling.

Needless to say, we regret this situation and any mconvenience it causes you
and we assure you-that every step is being taken to prevent its recurrence. We
will -expend every effort to replenish your supply of Pfizer drug :samples as
rap1d1y as possible but if at any time you are faced with a need.for samples,
in the interim, may we suggest that you contact your Pf1zer Laboratorles or
J. B. Roerig professional service- representatlve. o

Sincerely yours, S s : ;
i J..Pmmp SMITH, .-
Group Vice President.

MERCK SHARP & DoHME RESEARCH L ABORATORIES,
Division oF MERCK & Co., INC.,
West Point, Pd., Apml 13, 1966.

Subject: Assocmtlon of posmve Coombs test with Aldomet® therapy.

I should like to call your attention to a recent addition we have made in the
enclosed package circular for our product Aldomet (methyldopa). You will find
the new reference encircled in the Side Effects section of the circular. The same
change will be made in the Aldoril® package circular.

. As background, there has been a recent report in the British literature by
Carstairs, Worlledge, Dollery and Breckenridge. They noted two patients in
‘whom hemolytic anemia with a direct positive Coombs test developed after
more than one year of treatment with Aldomet. They have.reported also obser-
vations of a positive antlglobuhn (Coombs) reaction in six patients receivmg
Aldomet in whom there was no evidence of hemolysis,. retlculocytosm or anemia.
A copy of their paper is attached.

Further observations during the past few weeks both in England and the
United States have confirmed the fact that some patients receiving Aldomet may
develop a positive direct Coombs test without demonstrating any evidence of
anemia, reticulocytosis or hemolysis. Several studies -are .now under way to
determine the mechanism of these reactions, and Whether they are the result
of an altered immunologic process or a -chemical 1nterﬁerence W1th the Coombs
reaction by Aldomet or any of its metabolites. -

These observations suggest that if unexplalned dxrect pos1t1ve Coombs reac-

. tions are found in the course of crossmatching studies for transfusions, the
possibility should be taken into account that Aldomet is being admlmstered to
such patients and might elicit such reactions.
~If you have noted this occurrence in your own experlence I Would appremate
learning of your observations. ot ‘
Sincerely yours,

ELMER AvLPERT, M.D.

" Prizm ,LmonATogms,
bxvrson OF CHAS. FIgEg&Oo INo.,
‘New York, vy, Apmll 1966.

4+ ' IMPORTANT SAMPLE RECALL

DeAR Doctor: In reviewing our invemtory of physician samples, we hawve
found a small number of 100 mg. Dibinese. (chlorpropamide) tablet samples,
lot 46460, incorrectly. identified by the card enclosed with them as 250 mg.
Diabinese tablets. Because the possi-bility exists that this incorrect card may
have been employed in other samples in lot 46460, we are recalling this entire lot
of 100 mg. samples. No obher lots are involved, nor are any 250 mg . sample
tablets involved.

The sample in question is a unlt consisting of a seven-«tablet circular rplastxc
dispenser, a large printed card with a brochure in it§ pocket, and a booklet en-
titled “If You Have Diabetes,” all enclosed in a clear acetate wrapper. Please
inspect your total inventory of Diabinese samples of-this type. If you have any,
remove the booklet and the card containing the brochure. The lot number is em-
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