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granulocytopenia (no cases of agranulocytosis as far) and an arrest in the sat-
uration of the forced elements in the marrow have been described.”

Recently there have been additional reports of the effects of chloramphenicol
on the blood and bone marrow. At least two types of reactions have been encoun-
tered. In one there is a transient depression of the formed elements in the blood,
involving red cells, white cells, and platelets during therapy with the drug. This
type of reaction has been very uncommon, and in the experience of one group well
versed in the field of antibiotic therapy it has seemed to occur in patients who
were receiving very large doses or the drug or in patients who had renal insuffi-
ciency. The blood of these patients returned to normal, or at least above pre-
treatment values, as soon as therapy with the drug was stopped, and no per-
manent deleterious effect was observed.

A second 'and more serious type of reaction that has been encountered is pro-
duction of a true aplastic anemia. In the experience of one group, this anemia
has occurred in patients who have previously received one or more courses of
amphenical without untoward effect. When the drug was subsequently adminis-
tered, even in small doses, a. severe blood abnormality has ‘appeared. Even deaths
have been reported. Whether chloramphenicol continues to remain as one of the
more useful antibiotics or whether it will be relegated to a place where its use
will be confined to the treatment of patients with typhoid or serious infections
for which no other therapy is available, remains to be seen. Further observations
are in order. In the meantime, physicians should be on the alert for reactions fol-
lowing therapy with. this and any other antibiotic, or in fact any of the newer
drugs.

Few therapeutic agents, which are being introduced with ever increasing
rapidity, are characterized not infrequently by their beneficial of life-saving
qualities but also by their ability to cause injury or serious side-effects. A
calculated risk is involved whenever one prescribes any medication. The physi-
cian is confronted constantly with the difficult task of determining whether the
use of a given drug is likely to do more good for a particular patient than any
possible harm. In spite of the vast amount of laboratory and clinical study that a
new drug usually undergoes before it is placed on the market, subtle or insidious
toxic effects, often of a serious nature, frequently are not recognized and brought
to the attention of the medical profession in general until after the drug has
been on the market for some time and has enjoyed widespread clinical use.
A propensity to cause injury to the hematopoietic system is particularly likely
not to be generally appreciated until a new drug has undergone extensive use
for a considerable period of time. Physicians who observe hitherto unreported
toxic effects or injuries attributable to a recently introduced therapeutic agent
have the obligation or duty of bringing this information to the attention of the
entire profession. If a physican does not have the time or inclination to prepare
case reports of drug injuries for publication in a medical journal, he can perform
a useful service by advising the office of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry
of the pertinent facts in such instances. By this means the Council will be pro-
vided with necessary information that may' serve as the basis for an early
authoritative report or warning statement.

SUGGESTED DETAILS

CHLOROMYCETIN

Doctor, I am glad you asked me about the Chloromycetin “situation.” Needless
to say, we of Parke-Davis are also concerned.

‘We are particularly concerned about the increasing tendancy for newspapers
and magazines to “practice” medicine. For, despite many fine bits of reporting by
competent medical writers, too often articles are characterized by: careless or
illogical deductions, lack of scientific understanding, use of material out of
context, and lack of proper perspective.

(1-PP10)

Here is what Mr. John L. Bach, Director of Press Relations of the American
Medical Association, recently had to say about this pertinent subject. (Repeat
Bach statement).
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