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Senator HatrieLp. What are you doing in the meantime in this case?
For instance, if it has taken you almost a year, then it shows there is
not very much danger involved evidently. %’hat are you doing ¢ What
is the procedure you are involved in now on this case? Are you reading
letters or are you holding conferences or what are you domng? =

Dr. MincuEw. The immediate status of this implementation is
something on which I would have to check with the operating unit
in the Bureau that is handling it. I don’t have that information avail-
able at this moment. I don’t know just exactly where this negotiation
is at this point in time. : » ~ o

Senator Hatrierp, I would be very interested in knowing your pro-
cedures, if you can do something in a matter of weeks, and then at
other times it takes you months. I would like to know what your bureau-
cratic procedure is on that. R o Lo

Dr. Mincuew.: What would be the question to which you would
like to have a direct answer? - . B R A

Senator Harrierp. I would like to know in "changing,the,labelfmg
of existing products to base it upon a new standard that you prescribe,
because of your research and de&rminations arrived at on a new prod-
uct, you tell me that if there is a great deal of ‘danger involved that
you can get all this change brouglit about in'the matter of a few weeks.
Now you tell me that in this particular instance that you have been
almost a year. My question is simply why the great difference? What
are you-doing in your procedures in"your department that you have to
take almost a year in some instances when you can do the same job

in weeks, a matter of weeks, in other instances? . o
Dr. Mincaew. We can provide the committee with a chronology
of the negotiations. TR I R P N
Senator Harrrerp. I don’t want a lot of that chronology. 1 want
to know the procedure. I want to know why it takes you so little time
in some instances and so much time in other instances. If it is a mat-
ter of staffing, then I want to know that. I think the committee
should know that. If it is a matter of just’ poor procedures, adminis-
trative procedures, I would like to know that, too. I don’t want a lot
of papers showing a chronology. I just want to know the basic proce-
dures and administrative practicesin which you are engaged..
. It seems to me ridiculous that you have got the ability to. perform
in a few weeks in some instances and it takes you so long in others.
These are ‘where you open yourself to criticism, and rightfully so.
These companies have every right to criticize your operation, when
you put one company under that kind of inequitable economic situa-
tions; as you are attempting to do, Pfizer here in this case, and then
}n b:ll'most a year you can’t get other companies updated in. thelr
abeling. : . e o
As Igéay you admit here that you can really handle such cases under
a danger factor in a matter of weeks, then you open yourself up to
bureaucratic charges, and rightfully so, when it takes you so long to
get moving in other instances. Thatismy point. .~ . .~~~ =
- Senator Netson. I assume one of the problems in the time factor
is that if it is a serious matter, that it tari(es' priority over any other
backlog material you have got ; is that correct ? S B
Dr. Mincuew. That is correct.



