III.

COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY 4409

EVALUATION: Effective, but . . , .

COMMENTS: That chloramphenicol is effective in the diseases listed
is well established, except in rickettsial pox, a condition so in-
frequently seen that few data are available. However, if the warning
is to be taken seriously--''chloramphenicol should not be used when
other less potentially dangerous agents will be effective!'---the
tetracyclines, which have been shown to be as effective as chloram-
phenicol, should be considered the choice and chloramphenicol used
only if toxicity to these or failure to respond has occurred. The
duration of therapy recommended appears adequate.
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Typhoid fever.
EVALUATION: Effective, but . . . .
COMMENTS: Chloramphenicol has often been listed as the drug of

choice in typhoid fever. It is not clear that ampicillin has changed
this claim, but if they were of equal activity, the claim of "drug of

.choice" would have to be revised because of the toxicity warning.

There is no mention of the carrier problem and relapses of positive
stool cultures.
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