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VI.

VII.

are often susceptible only to chloramphenicol.
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Surgical infections: postoperative wound infections.
EVALUATION: Possibly effective.

COMMENTS: Postoperative wound infections have a variety of etiologic
agents, but Staphylococcus aureus is the single most common. Chlor-
amphenicol is effective against many of these agents, but is not the
most effective against the Staphylococcus. For this reason, plus the
toxicity warning, it is not the first choice in most infections unless
an organism is isolated against which chloramphenicol is most active
in vitro, or other preferred drugs cannot be given or have been inef-
fective.
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Surgical infections: cellulitis.
EVALUATION: Possibly effective.
COMMENTS: Cellulitis (other than postoperative) is most often caused

by streptococci or staphylococci for which chloramphenicol is not the
most effective drug. For this reason, plus the toxicity warning, it

~is not the first choice unless an organism against which chloramphenicol

is the most active has been isolated, or the preferred drug cannot be
given or has failed.



