4430 COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY

Panel on Anti-Infective Drugs (III)

INDICATIONS

I.

CII.

Staphylococcal infections, by implication of the discussion on the
first page of the insert, may be an indication: "in a survey of
experimental and clinical experiences of susceptibility of staph-
ylococci to chloramphenicol, it was found that the incidence of
chloramphenicol-resistant staphylococci appears unrelated to fre-
quency or to intensity of use of this antibiotic. Development of
resistance to chloramphenicol can be regarded as minimal for staph-
ylococci and many other species of bacteria."

EVALUATION: Possibly effective.

COMMENTS: Although chloramphenicol was useful for the treatment of
some staphylococcal diseases during the mid-1950's, it now seems to
be rarely indicated. Its major trial was in the staphylococcal
pneumonias accompanying the influenza epidemic of 1957. Its effecti
ness was somewhat less than expected, even for sensitive strains. 1
statement concerning resistance is not true in the opinion of the FPa
(see below). In the description of in vitro work just before the se
tence quoted above, there is no reference to the transfer of episom:
particles carrying ¢hloramphenicol resistance. The advent of better
agents for staphylococcal disease relegates this drug to a very rare
needed alternate choice.

" DOCUMENTATION:

1. Bloomer, W.E., S. Giammona, G.E. Lindskog, and R.E. Cooke.
Staphylococcal pneumonia and empyema in infancy. J. Thorac.
Surg. 30:265-274, 1955. ‘

2. Carmichael, D.B., J¢. Fatal bacterial endocarditis due to
staphylococcus aureus. U.S. Armed Forces Med. J. 4:287-294, 19!

3. Hausmann, W., and A.J. Karlish. Staphylococcal pneumonia in
adults. Brit. Med. J. 2:845-847, 1956.

4., Kanof, A., B. Epstein, B. Kramer, and I. Mauss. Staphylococcal
pneumonia and empyema. Pediatrics 11:385-392, 1953.

5. Lepper, M.H., P. Tillman, and R. Devetsky. Patterns of transmi:
sion of staphylococci. Ann. N.Y. Acad. Sci. 128:404-427, 1965

6. Martin, C.M., C.M. Kunin, L.S. Gottlieb, and M. Finland. Asian
influenza A in Boston, 1957-58. IIL. Severe staphylococcal
pneumonia complicating influenza. A.M.A. Arch. Intern. Med.
103:532-542, 1959.

7. Wallman, I.S., R.C. Godfrey, and J.R.H. Watson. Staphylococcal
pneumonia in infancy. Brit. Med. J. 2:1423-1427, 1955.

Rickettsial diseases: epidemic and murine typhus, Brill's discase,
scrub-typhus, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, and rickettsial pox.



