VIII.

COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY 4445

DOCUMENTATION: Same as for Indication VI.
Surgical infections: infected sinus tract.
EVALUATION: Possibly effective.

COMMENTS: Chloramphenicol may be useful in some instances in which

the organisms have been shown to be: sensitive only to it. Many sinus
tract infections are caused by tuberculosis and actinomycosis. Chlor-
amphenicol is not indicated in tuberculosis, and other agents are
preferred in actinomycosis. Some sinus tracts associated with fistulas
from viscera, including intestines, may be predominantly infected with
fecal flora. In these, chloramphenicol may be the single most effective
agent. When other agents appear equally effective in laboratory testing,
they should be tried first. There is rarely great urgency in treating
sinus tract infections with antibiotics.

The specific organisms for which chloramphenicol has been proved
effective therapy (in this condition) should be listed.
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Surgical infections: peritonitis or intra-abdominal abscesses from
ruptured intestines, diverticula, or appendix.

EVALUATION: Possibly effective.



