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Current recommendations call for booster doses of tetanus toxoid at 3, 6 and
12 years of age, despite evidence indicating that 96 percent of children receiving
a primary immunizing series have tetanus antitoxin titers well above the pro-
tective level after 12 years. In older individuals receiving repeated injections of
tetanus toxoid, a 1 to 3 percent morbidity may be expected, consisting of urticaria
with or without angioneurotic edema or localized vascular injury (Steigman,
Journal of Pediatrics, May 1968, p. 7153). i

Still unresolved are questions of subtle, long-term hazards of “overimmuniza-
tion.” In addition to local Arthus-type reactions resulting from tetanus toxoid
injections, for example, there is evidence that' a delayed hypersensitivity can
occur. This involves the toxoid antigen portion of the complex with its homol-
ogous antibody. :

These are early straws in the wind. American medicine increasingly is moving
from a curative to a preventative approach. As one consequence, the underlying
mechanisms of patient morbidity from immunizing procedures will need con-
tinual reassessent. .
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