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- Another company has directly sponsored “Conversations i in Medi-
cal Ethics” each year at our national conventions. This year’s “Con-
versation” dealt with “Prolonging Life” and has been scheduled for
similar presentations by 22 SAMA chapters across the country.

- Pharmaceutical companies have contributed drugs to most local
SAMA community health projects, and several companies are dis-
cussing with us further ways to aid in these areas of medlcal educa-
tion and community health.. -

The Nigeria-Biafra medical relief program sponsored by the Stand-
ing Committee on International Health of SAMA has collected about
$75,000 worth of free pharmaceuticals from pharmaceutical firms and
has made arrangements to have these distributed overseas.

It is clear from the incomplete information above that the phar-
maceutical companies are quite active both in medical schools and in
medical students organizations. .

To present a broad but incomplete picture of the degree of phar-
maceutical company activities related to medical students with limited
preparation is difficult, to presume to present definitive testimony on
student attitudes toward these activities, is almost impossible. I do so
with trepidation, based only on extensive contacts with my fellow
students, and with the recognition that there is the broadest diversity
of opinion among medical students on this issue—as on all issues."

A. small but growing and well-publicized minority of medical stu-
dents are refusing certain gifts by pharmaceutical companies and re-
turning them. Some feel that drug companies are trying to buy them,
others that excessive costs for promotion and substantial profits by
- the pharmaceutical industry serve to cheat the consumer. And, finally,
some feel that attacking the pharmaceutical industry is a: succe%sful
way of confronting a decadent, bourgeoise, capitalistic society.

Mr. Durry. Mr. Martin, if I may interrupt you at this point, would
you perhaps give me an idea of the number of the small ut growing
minority that you speakof? = ' .- S .

Mr. MarTIN. In numbers? = v '

Mr. Durry. Would you tell me what percentage that mlght repre-
sent in terms of the total medical student populationin this country?

Mr. MarrIN. I think a total of 100 and some students have returned
gifts; the students of Western: Reserve, Harvard, Columbia, and I
think the University of Virginia; which was not included on this. So
even assuming there about 200 or 150, you are talking I think about
one-half of 1 percent, one-third of 1 percent. Ido not think that-——

~Mr. Durry. Would you say there are 65,000 medical students?

-Mr. MarTIN. T am sorry, 35 OOO medlcal students and about 30,000
interns and residents. .~

Mr. Durry. Do you fee1 “rhat fewer than 200 is the s,1ze of thls
mmo-mty?

Mr. MARTIN. Well I do not feel 1t Tt is a fact. T‘her"e are fewer than
200 who have returned their bags.

Mr. Durry. Thank you. o '

Mr. Marrin. The vast majority of students, as was ]ust pointed out
however, do accept gratuities—not passively, but by requesting certain
items or by picking up the equipment or books that they know are
being distributed. And this is one of the clear things we found out
from our survey: the fact that very rarely in most schools is this
glven away or jammed down the medical student’s throat but rather



