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“Mr. Pohl said in a telephone interview that he and his fellow students had
attempted to return the instruments to a Boston branch office of the Indianapolis
company . .. but that ‘no one in a position of authority was there to accept them.’
He added that another attempt would bé made. . . . ~ T

“Attempts by the New York Times to telephone officials of Lilly in ‘Indianapglis
for comment were unavailing. The company is but one of many pharamaceutical
corporations that give medical instruments and other materials such as textbooks
and sample drugs to doctors and medical students. Some of the companies also
distribute scholarships and grants to medical schools. Lo Do .

“Dr. Richard Burack, a specialist in pharmacology at the Harvard Medical
School who has been a critic of the prices and quality of drugs, applauded the
students’ actions. He said in a telephone interview that ‘it was about time that
something was done to widen the link between the drug industry and the medical
profession.’ ” = ~ '

Hal Willard, “Students Query Drug Firm Ties,” Washington Post and Times
Herald 92:1c February 28, 1969 - . SR ~ ‘

“Students at the University of Virginia Medical School embarked . . . on a
campaign to direct attention among medical students across the country: to-con-
troversial links between future doctors and the drug industry. e

“It was immeditaely apparent at a public debate . .. ‘hbetween an inaustry
spokestnan and a faculty doctor that the. campaign has a long way to go in
Charlottesville before it hits the road. ‘ e e :

“Some medical students led by second-year man John Wasson became cou-
cerned about the proper relationship between the medical profession and the
drug industry. The group decided that the action of students at Western Reserve
and Harvard universities in sending back such gifts as stethoscopes, received -
from drug companies, was merely a ‘publicity . stunt’ and a ‘peripheral issue.’
Their campaign plan is to stir the consciences of other medical students across
the country through debates similar to the one here. .. ... .0

“In . . . debate, Dr. William O’Brien, of the faculty, and Dr. Harold L. Upjohn,
~of the Upjohn Co., were asked to discuss,,amfong..other:thingsﬁ,-eo~nﬁict of interest;
drug testing before marketing and drug.company advertising. ... REp R

“One :question asked, fWhy ‘do: drug companies give. free .gifts, bags, trips,
drugs? Should doctors and stuents aceept them?’ . - e T e o

“Dr. .Upjohn replied : ‘You -know: why they give them. No question.about 1t.
They want doctors to be interested in. prescribing their brands.’” He then dis-
cussed the attitude of the times, pointing out that there should be-limiations on
gifts and that drug companies should not be too ‘aggressive. “If it (the giving) is \
excessive,; it is wrong,” Dr. Upjohn said. e e e e v L .

“Dr. O’Brien replied : ‘Medicine is the highest paying profession and it shoula
never get in a conflict of interest. It is definitely wrong.” . ... 0 ook

“He then speculated that he would be dismissed from the faculty -if he . uc-
cepted a bottle of whiskey from a studetit in return for A.-grades instead of Cs.

“Dr. Upjohn said: ‘Well, the student could say “Good. morning”. to.you .and:
maybe influence you. What the hell.?.. . . - e T e Ty
. “This-was greeted with Jaughter and .applause by the -estimated :300. medicas
students and faculty physicians who attended the debate, It also brought an inter-
loper to the mierophone, Lawrence Cranberg of the University physics: depart-
ment and-chairman of the ethics committee of the American Association of Uni-
versity Professors. ‘Dr. Upjohn’s response -is unsatisfactory and .rather frivo-
lous,” Cranberg said. He then discussed the evils of drug industry hospitality
suites at conventions and sat down to dead silence. T s

“But the major issue of the debate was on conflict of interest. Coincidentally,
a notice on the bullentin board a few steps down the hall from: the debate in-
~structs students on how to obtain free drugs for themselves and family members
living with them from company representatives. Students.are told to instruct a
physician writing a prescription to note.the name of the. preferred drug company
on the prescription. . ; LU o e e L

“In a discussion after:the debate, several medical students said they never
thought of the bulletin board notice aspart of the:conflict question, They included
some of the group that plans to mimeograph a transcript of the debate and send

it to other medical schools in an effort to inspire similaraction, - . .~
“Meanwhile, Professor Cranberg of the ethics committee expressed ‘indigna-

tion at the reaction of the students to Dr. Upjohn’s cynicism.” "



