5820 COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY

CHAPTER 2, METHODS AND PROCEDURES

The Fend du Lasc Study was authorissd the end of September 1954. Btween

ths autheorization of the study and ouwr talk on the study to the Pharmaceu-
tical Advortising Glub of Ksw York in April 1955 the following study steps
were completeds ' : : »

Selection of tl» Marioting Aveq

It was decided that ths marketing ares would have to be located in the
Middle Yost, since each of the other geographical areas seem to possess
stronger regional characteristics. Saveral dogen potential markets were
congidered and discardod because of various factors which would have made
the complotion of tho fleld work mare difficult or impossible.

Viisconsin was reccmmended by Dr. Frank Dickinson of the AMA on the basls
that it has one of tho best state modical statistical reporting offices
in the country. Mr, Earl Thayer, tho Public Information Directar of the
Visconsin State Ladical Soclety, discussod possibilitios for solection and
finally concludad that the Fond du lac area was the best oma for owr
purposes, since it is reasonably close to the U, S, average in terms of
population per active physician (U, S. 958, Oshkosh, Apploton, Fond du
Lac, Primary Corter, 1180) hospital beds per thousand population, pro-
poritions of varicus spoclaltios of phyosiclans; mixture of agricultural
and incustrial employment, and lack of predominating neiionclity extrace
tlcns, Th2 fact that this cormunity is insulated from strong university
inflcones, theurh not icolated; the fact that nsarly all of the doctors
in tho eroa aro on tha staff of the sare hospital, bolong to tha same
county macical scoioty, and in goensral are expocad to the sams influonces
.%o a muzh more equal degree than in other markots that were considered =-
all of thogo factors lod to choice of Fond du Lac,

ProMirin-ry Invertiration ¢f thy Pend du Lac Market

A prolinirary dnzoctincation of tha marloting erea was made, statistics

waore gathorcd ca tha compositicen of the market and intorvieus were made
vith cach of tld 1lh pharmacise in tho area, all bt on3 of which agreed
to ccopcrato on tho study. Vo loarrnad from othor sources that this ane
excopsion accounted for probably fewer than ten proscriptions por month.

Tho fact that ths study director had lived in this test
market was of considerablo help both in understanding
som3 of the influences which might not have othorwlse
beon waderatood and in obtaining the coopcration of the
larg nuzder of people without whose holp the study
vculd have been impossible, ‘

Percornl Dlacv--tons with 1'nufacturers

On the bacis cf our talks with tha Fond du Lac pharmacists, we made a
prelininary list of fourteca drucs in varicus ficlds of therapy which
goc>d sultabls on a tentative basis. 3 thon discussod the concopt of
tho study, Fcad du lac as the tentative markot in the study, ths list of
tentative drugo, and tho willingnoes of the manufacturer to coopcfate
wilth fourtoon advertising menagors of pharmacoutical mamfacturing firms.
Ir. Richard L. Kull of Smith, Klina & Fronch was very holpful on roview=
ing the tentative drug soloctions. As the result of these talks, final
calaction of the drugs to be studied was gade.




