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CHAPTER 2, HOY FOND DU LAC PHYSICIANS
KEEP CURMNT ON REW DRUGB

Physicians in the Fond du Lac area appear to have as wide a varie ty o
information sources about new pharmacsutical products as dootors else~
where across the country have.

Purthermore, they show as much individuslity in choosing -~

among the available cources as othsr doctors doe

In the background interviews we asked broad questims -
about which one source of mew product inforsation éach
physician considored to bs most important to him,

which ors of the commorcial sources he found to bs most
worthwhile and which one h3 considered to be lsast

worthvhils to him personally. :

In later chapters of this report we will report also
what cources the doctors remecmber as having first ac-
quaintad thcm with each of the five drugs under study.

Yoat, Irmortant Information Source

Dotail mon and articles in medical journals are selected by the most
physicians in tho Fond du Lac area as their most important sources of
information about mw drugs. '

Thoea two courcss are neuad by 20 and 19 doctors eachs
and no othor sowes is credited as being most important
by more than fouwr doctorss

“hich do you find most impcrtant to you personally in
learning abcut maw drugs?” :

Tetal dogctors ‘ 55

Datail msn 20
Papsrs or articles in jJournals 19

* Advertising in modical journals h

Direct mail from drug firms h
National medical conventions 2
County modical meetings . 2
Staff meotings 2
Raference tooks ; 1
Post graduate courses 1

Tho above list 1s as varied as that found in owr national
survey in 1953, but by no moans exhausts all tho possibls
ways in which doctors learn of mow products. Tho sources
which doctors think of as being gencrally most important |
are not mcocsarily the oms throuch which thoy learn of
every now druz. Foar excaplo, recor—~sndaticns of other
doctors are ofton recalled whon a doctor reconstructs the
history of his use of a particular drug, and ono physician
credits a pharmacist for telling him of Scrpasil.



