5852  COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY

Dr. Eye C.t "I mertioned these two dootors at the clinie
for 8 coupls of mew drugs, tut I don't think of them as
m&y.rombh sources as far as learning sbout all proe

. _

Prescrivtions Written

The extent of mrescription writing done by Fohd du lac¢ srea i:hyoichm is
subject to the highest individual viriation. = ‘ '

Por the week preceding the background interviews nine
doctors indicated that they wrote no prescriptions, while
seven doctors estimated that they wrote more than 100

aplecs, |

"About how many prescriptions did you happen to write in
the last seven days?" C '

Jotal doctors

Over 200 prescriptions
151=-200. rescriptions
101-150 prescriptions
£1-100 prescriptions

.31-50 presé¢riptions
.11-30 prescriptions
1~10 prescriptions

- No prescriptions -

Tha above distribution is very ifmportarmt because it means
that 7 of the 55 doctors wrote almost half of the pregcrip-

tions,

Or locked at the other way, half of the doctors, 28 of
the 55, accounted for only 10% of all tho prescriptions,

Of course, socme of the low prescribing doctore do their
own dispensing, so that prescription writing does not
give full measure of their importance to the pharmaceu=
tical manufacturer. It soems probable, however, that
dispensors as a group tend not to use new drugs 8o
roadily as prescribers do.

Indivicdual Use of Sg'urces

The following chart 1ists the 55 physicians in order of the amount of pre-
scribing done and shows usege of the different scurces of information ty

each one, - ‘
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