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PAPERS AND ORIGINALS—PREVALENCE RATES OF UTERINE CERVICAL
CARCINOMA IN SITU FOR WOMEN USING THE DIAPHRAGM OR
CONTRACEPTIVE ORAL STEROIDS*

(By Myron R. Melamed,i M.D.; Leopold G. Koss,i M.D.; Betty J. Flehinger,}
Ph. D.; Richard P. Kelisky,f Ph. D.; Hilliard Dubrow,§ M.D.)

Summary: Study of the prevalence rates of uterine cervical carcinoma in
situ among women attending centres of Planned Parenthood of New York City,
Inc., showed a small but statistically significant difference between the popula-
tion choosing and using the diaphragm and the population choosing and using
oral steroids for contraception. This can be attributed either to a decreased
prevalence rate for women using the diaphragm or to an increased rate for
women using oral steroids. The reason for the difference is not apparent from
these data.

INTRODUCTION

In the autumn of 1965 a systematic long-range study of uterine cervical car-
cinoma in women using contraceptives was begun by Planned Parenthood of
New York City, Inc., in conjunction with the Memorial Hospital for Cancer
and Allied Diseases and the Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research.
The study was designed primarily to determine whether various forms of con-
traceptives exert any influence on the development of cervical carcinoma. Two
major statistical evaluations were proposed. The first, based on prevalence
rates of the disease as found in an initial survey, was to.compare matched
populations of women who had been using the diaphragm with women -using
oral steroids. The second was planned as an incidence study of cervieal carci-
noma and related epithelial abnormalities as they develop in matched popula-
tions that are initially found to be free of the disease and are using the dia-
phragm, an intrauterine device, or oral steroids. The study of incidence rates
will require several more years before it is complete. This report is concerned
with an analysis of the prevalence rates.

DATA COLLECTION

The prevalence rates are for clinically occult cervical carcinomas and, except
for a single case, they were all carcinomas in situ or carcinomas in situ with
micofocal invasion. They were detected by cytology and confirmed by cervieal
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