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Th's plan, ns used in the U S, Public Tealih Serviee is de picted in Figure 3. Such o gystem
inswres the inclusion and deletion of drag therapy apents hagsed on apinions of several clinleinng,
opinions formed ag a result of careful studiey and digeriminating clinical experiences.
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In spelling out this program for a pharmacy cofomittee and especially the responsibilities of its
members, we recopnize that many staff shysicians whea {irst hearing of it may consider it an

 abrogation of theiv rights to frecdom in the practice of medicine. In fact they may claim it comes
dangerousty close to telling a physician what drugs he mnay and should use.  1s this true?
Certainly it'is, but is not this kind of 7roup coasultation desired and sought for by all physicians
‘and dentists truly interested in their callings? Further, we question whether the program
suggested is any more limiting in scope than that placed on the indiscriminate performance of = *
surgical opcrations or highly specialized medical or dental procedures. The emphasis is again
placed on medical staff self-governmert and analysis of objective and,procedure. We cemphasize
again that the program simply requests lhe staff member to submit any new drug which he
desires lo use for commitice evaluation; to support his request by an oral and written statement
of the pharmacological and therapeutic needs to be mct and to satis{y the commitlee that he is
not being notivated by a scientific whim.

Viewcd in the foregoing light we see no unreasonable restrictions being placed upon the practice
-of sound medicine. We believe that the physician is obtaining the advantage of a profound
pharmacological consultation in &« mauner analogous to a radiological or pathological congultation,
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