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managed drugs procured on a generic basis. - In addition,
- specifications have been developed on 46 drug products ad-

ministered under Federal Supply Schedule contracts.

The Defense Personnel Support Center establishes a sped;
ification or purchase description on every drug item in its
central stock system.

Both agencies informed us that they use a number of
sources in constructing their specifications. 1In addition to
the monographs of the United States Pharmacopeia and National

Formulary, other sources for constructing specifications

include the Food and Drug Administration, drug manufacturers,
the National Institutes of Health, and the American Chemical
Society.

When a drug is standardized for the military supply
system, the manufacturer is contacted and requested to supply
sufficient information so that the item's essential charac-
teristics can be prepared.

We explored with Defense Personnel Support Center offi-
cials the question of whether, because of the substantial re-
liance upon information obtained from manufacturers, military
specifications or purchase descriptions are restrictive and,
in effect, result in a proprietary specification. These offi-
cials contend that the specifications and purchase descrip-
tions are constructed in such a manner that any firm knowledge-
able in the drug industry could manufacture the drugs. With-
out a detailed study of the matter, we have ho basis upon which

to either dispute or validate this contention.
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