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leaves 85 items that there is a potential for competitive procurement
on. This is the 85, sir, that have been selected and we are going to
attempt to buy them competitively, put them in our national distribu-
tion system, and educate, if I may use the word, our prescribing
physicians, if we can, to use these competitively procured items.

We have 13 of them under the first steps of the purchase action
right now. The first invitations will go out February 15 on these 13
and the last invitations will go out around March 15.

What I am saying is that if we can do what we have started to do
with 13 items, through 85 items, then we will have in the depot
system all of those items that can be bought competitively, in fact,
competitively bought. ' S :

Senator Nerson. How many did you say were single or sole-source?

Mr. WarrworTH. 336. :

Senator NeLson. 336 out of:

Mr. WaITwoRTH. 544, sir. ST .

Senator Nerson. These are 336 different drugs or does that include
dosage forms of the same drug? ‘ ’

Mr. WarrwortH. It includes dosage forms. -

hSe};ator Nrison. How many different compounds -are involved,
then ; , :
L Mr. Warrworts. I can submit it for the record, sir, but I don’t
now. .

Senator Nerson. When you say sole-source for these 300-0dd drugs,
do you mean that there is no other similar compound in the mar-
ketplace or rather, that there is no other therapeutic- agent that
~ does the same thing? Or are you saying that among these sole-sources
are certain brand names for which there are other generics available
of the same compound? . - :
~ Mr. Warrworts. Well, sir, they are all brand names, the 336.
Whether there are other drugs available that will do the same job, I
will have to defer to Mr. Statler. n :

Mr. Statier. These are only available from a single manufacturer
in the United States, Senator. In other words, an example would be
chlordiazepoxide. No other manufacturer other than Roche manufac--
tures that. o oo ’

Senator Nerson. Maybe I am not making my question clear.

There are a whole list of tetracyclines. Obyviously, if you order
chlortetracycline, it will have only one source. You would call that a
sole-source item? ‘

Dr. Weris. Yes. It would be a sole-source if you ordered that.

Senator Nerson. That is what I am getting at. Chlortetracycline,
doxycyeline, methacycline HCL—these are all members of the tetra-
cycline family. Would you call each one of these a sole-source item?
Is that what we are describing here? : L

Mr. Coox. In answering your question, Senator, yes. However, in
the tetracycline family the only item we have in stock is the tetra-
cycline hydrochloride. : ‘ '

Senator Nerson. But if you had these other ones you would con-
sider that sole-source.

Mr. Cook. Yes; sir. o

Senator NELsoN. So what we are talkin
is a number of items which have been se%
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