COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY
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FDA TO EVALUATE O-T-C DRUGS

The Food and Drug Administration has
'mbarked upon a major scientific and regulatory
rrogram designed to assure that all
wer-the-counter drugs are safe, effective, and
ccurately labeled for the relief of minor illnesses
nd discomfort,

Responsibility for evaluating the
wver-the-counter drug products on a class-by-class
asis will rest with expert panels, to be appointed
y FDA. Each panel will consist of physicians with
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extensive knowledge of the drugs involved. A
National Drug Advisory Board, chaired by Food
and Drug Commissioner Charles C. Edwards, M.D.,
will supervise the evaluation.

The basic scientific undertaking will take two to
three years to complete. Meanwhile, FDA is
continuing implementation of the National
Academy of Sciences review of efficacy of
prescription drugs (see Drug Bulletin, July 1971).
The aim of both programs is to assure physicians
and the public of the safety, efficacy and accurate
labeling of all marketed drugs.



