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of data being reported into Social Security Administration or the
Social Rehabilitation Service. v

Mr. Apams. I see. . . : e

Then that control should be in the field. Is that. what you are
suggesting. But it still should be controlled, N ~

Mr. CrowrrEer. Yeés. It still should be gontrolled.

Mr. Apams. Thank you, Mr. Chairian.

That’s all T have. , o

Mr. Staars. Mr. Chairman, may I just say this before we con-
clude. As you can sée from the figures we have presented here today,
the growth in the Federal costs involved in drug procurement has
been very dramatic over the last few years. The potential is here
for additional expenditures such as the inclusion of payment for
certain drugs under the medicare program and the possibility of
national health insurance. : . )

This subject takes on even greater significance than it has had in
the past, so we commend you for your interest in this area, We
want to continue to do work in this field. We think some real
progress has been made since we last appeared before your com-
mittee. : _

We think also there is a great deal of potential for savings here
and improved quality of drug care. ‘ :

Senator Nerson. There have been, as you know, proposals made
and amendments offered on the floor that would cover all drugs in
medicare, medicaid, or other proposals to cover in a more limited
fashion drugs that are used on a continuing basis.

But in any event, if you would cover them all, you are looking
~ at figures estimated at a couple of billion dollars. Have you done

any studying or made any computations to indicate how much
money would be saved if you achieved the ideal of purchaging all
drugs at the lowest price of that compound, whether it was brand
oglggneric name—the lowest price of that compound that was avail-
able

Do you have any notion as to what that might mean in the pro-
gram of the size we are now involved in? I realize it is a growing
program. T B SIS

Mr. Sraats. We' can do it for individual drugs, but to take the
whole universe, it would be a very, very major undertaking. to try
to develop anything like a reasonable estimate.

Mr. Ahart or Mr, Crowther may have:something to add to that.

Mr. Anagr. No. We have not really tried to come up with any
figure like that; and I am not sure it would be possible, Mr. Chair-
man. As you indicated by some of the statistics on individual trans-
actions that you have put on the record here, sometimes you really
have a difficult time even finding out what is the lowest price at
which a particular product,mi%lht be available. ‘ , : 7

Mr. Staams. I _Personally think if you can take several good
examples, the. point is' made without having to go through the
effort to come up with an overall total. . L

“Senator Nersox. I suppose we do not even know what amourt—
or do we—what amount of money is spent under Federal programs
for the, or, 25 or 40 most widely prescribed drugs. -
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