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Editorial
WHAT KIND OF GAMES
* ARE BEING PLAYED?

During the iast week of the 197 Legisiative: Se:sion, the
Pharmaceutical Manufacturars Asgociation (PMA\ b
izking up 2 bill, AB 1535, introdus-
3quest of the drug industry. The pury:s
the requiremen: of AB 1404 to plac: e nameé of ’%k gUET
turer of the finishod dosage form on the drug label ¢ watuet

quires the name to app;aron the tabel byJuna1 1274, what was
the purpose of taking up AB 1535 on September 10th sinc> it
couldn't become effective, eveni¢ passed, until January 1, 19757

Just as AB 581, the drug nreduct selection bill, was taker ol
e eardinthe Se~2te Business

advertising. ad calendar a week before it we
. and Professions ‘Commitlee, similar strange in..usitces we:n
“he Caitfornia Pharmaceutical Association, wllb vhe s v.tof ocsurrihg with réspect to AB 1535 in September.
1he Cali‘ornia Medical A was ssfulin passi ng AB ) : X
1404 m 1971. The purpose o1 this ~gislation is to. assist the it is difficult to understand why the drug indust-: is fearful o
phy and the ph ing who actually mzrufac- having the pharmacist and physician know who re¢. - makestheir
|ured the drug product being presc'n ved and dispenses ic the drug products.
atient,
P PMA consi small y suggesting
The legislation, signed intg-law in 1971 by R their. prod may not be ot 3

had passed the Legislature by a nearly unanimous vote. For Mo

“years the drug industry was successful in delaying implementa-
tion-of AB 1404 through their. constant instigation of misleading
statements and a general smoke screen that hampered the De-
partment of Healtv's efforts in adopting the yir

0 deny the pti it the inf ion
he!pful to hlm in determinlng who actually makes tha cuproducts.

itis equally difficuit to determlne why the- Depar‘ nr\l of Heatth
d itself at the 11th hour and switched from an oppose to a

ng the AB
1404 also was passed by a unanimous vote of the Board of
Health,

When the industry was unable to de‘eat the bill and the regula-
tion, they endeavored to gain CPhA’s support to permit the man-

:- ufacturer to merely filé the required information as: 1o the:actual
manufacturer of the drug product witt the Department of Heaith.

CPhA refused, i as it was that this was a

neutral position on AB 1535.

The PMA endéavored on.September 10th 1o cre ate the illusion
that too much confusion surrounded AB 1404; nn-one-but the
lndustry. however, seems 1o be confused.

CPhA under the provisions of the regulation; has written and
obtained information with respect to thé actual manufacturer
which hag readﬂy been provided by many manufamuror- and

mere subterfuge on.the part of PMA, 10 withhold the in

from the practitioner. The State of California does not have the

funds to serve as a dala barik for the industry nor would. such
on file in.S be- of any toa

pharmacist at the time that he elects to purchass or dispense a

drug product. :

- Failing to gain CPhA's support, the crug Industry has attémpted
10 get the Legisiature; viar AB 1535, 10 buy:their filing co:cept.

Y
-Qctober issue ot the California Pharmaclar

d'in this and the

What are the rest plingto Fand ofgame:

are: being.played?

The Asseribly Health Committes did not auecumb to the PMA
tactics on September. 10th-and refused to:zeport the bill- out of
Committee. Whal will happen next January when fhe Committée

They have amassed ttie efforts.of their three lob-
byists. and all of the resources that PMA can bring to bear to
overturn AB 1404, :

Their tactics at this 11th hour must be questioned.
Why did they.endeavor.on September 10th; the lastweek of the

' '73Legislative Session, to have AB 1535 considered when it had

" been on file:in the. Commlttoe since April 24th?. -
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It will be weell for you to meke certainthat your legislator knows
that AB 1404, as it was enacted, i§ appropriate and heiplul legisia-
tion and the subterfuge attempted by PMA thirough AB 1535 is not
in'the.best interest of the piofession or the'public:
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