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tissue binding. In subjects with normal renal
function digoxin is excreted exponeﬁtially with ah
average half-1ife of 36 liours resulting in the loss
of 35-40 percent of the body s.tores daily.,

Serum levels and pharmacokinetics are essentially
unchanged Sy massive weight loss suggesting that
lean body mass should be used in dosage calculations.
The peak blood levell_ from oral dosing with tablets
occurs 1-3 hours after administration. The onset
of therapeutic action of digoxin after oral tablets

is 1-2 hours with the peak therapeutic effect occurring

6-8 hours after dosing.

INDICATIONS

3. “Conxestive heart fallure,” nll degrees,
is the primary indication, The incrensed car-
dlag output results in diuresis and general
amelioration of the: disturbances character-
1stic of right (venous congestlon, edema)
and left (dyspnea, orthopnea, cardlac asth-

! ma) heart fatlure. :

Digitalls, generally, s most effective fn “low
output™ ftmure and less effective In "higt\
output® (bhr '
infection, hv-port.]\vmldlsm) hcnrt ml]ure

Digitalls should be continued after failure
13 abollshed unless some known precipitating,
factor s corrected.

2. “Atrlal Obrilation —especially when the
ventriculnr rate is elevated. Digitalls rapidly
reduces ventricular rates and ellmlnatoa the'
pulse deficlt. Pa
or weakness are relleved a.nd any concoms

 mitant congestive faijure ameliorated.

i Digitalts is continued in doses necessary 1o
maintain the desired ventrlcular rate and

| other clinical effests.

3 "Atnal vy

digitalis shuws ‘).4- ).14.'4

! 8 slow gencriaular rate
ailz at this point muy ne 1.
ticn of sints rhythm, espe-
clally 1f the flutter was of the paroxysmal
type. It is preferable, however, to continue
digitalis if fallure ensues or If atrial flutter
is a frequent occurrence.

4. "Paroxysmal atrial tachycardia®™ digitalls
may be iused, especially If it is resistant 1o
lesser measures. Depending on the urgency,
a more rapid acting parenteral preparation
may be preferable to Initiate digitallzation,
although if fallure has ensued or paroxysms
recur frequently, digitalis i§ malntalned by
oral administration.
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