10710 COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY

Patients with renal insufficiency are apt
to be unusually sensitive tc digoxin. See. Action.
Section for mechanism.

PRECAUITONS

“Potassiwm depletion” sensitives the nmyo-
cardium to digltalis and toxicity Is apt to de-
velop even with usual dosage. Hypokalemis
also tends to. reduce the positive inotrople
-effect of digitalis.

Potassium wastage may result from diu-
retle, corticosteroid, hemodialysis and other '
therapy. It is apt to accompany mainutrl-
tlon, old age and Ilong-standing congestive
heart faiture. i

“Acute myocardial infarction,” severe pul- .
monary disease, or far advanced heart failure
are apt to be ‘moreé sensitive to digitalis and
more prone to. disturbances of rhythm.

“Catelum” affects contractility and exelta-/
bliity of the heart in' a manuner simliar to
that. of digitalls, Calclum may produce seri- |
ous arthythmias in-digitalized patients. -
> D! 4 are

less b 33 rate 18 and

blood levels are significantly higher.
“Incomplete AV block,” especially pa-

tients subject to Stokes Adams attacks, may

develop advanced or complete heart block.

Heart fallure in these patients can usually

be by other and by in-

creasing the heart rate.
“Chronic constrictive pericarditis,” is apt

to respohd unfavorably. .

“Idiopathic hypertrophle subnortic stenos
si8” must he managed extremely carefully.

Uniless cardiac fallure I severe it is doubtful

whether digitalls should be employed,

“Renal Insufciency” delays the excretion

of digitalis and dosage must be adjusted ac
cordingly in patients with renal:disease.

. Nore: This applies also to potassium ad-
should 1t b V.

Electrical conversion of arrbythmiss may

require adjustment of digitalls dosage. | ™

ADVERSE REACTIONS

Gyneéomastia, uncommon.

Overdosage or toxic effects. Gastrointestinal--
anorexia, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea are the most common
early symptioms of overdosages in the adult (but rarely
conspicuous in infaﬂts). Uncontrolled heart failure may
also produ;e such symptoms; Central lervous System -

headache, weakness, apathy, visual disturbances.
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