11912 COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY
On July 3 1974, FDA formed an Executive Leve] Steering Committee,
under the chairmanship of Mr Sam D Fine, Associate Conmissioner
for Compliance, ‘to direct and oversee implementat‘lon of the
Government-wide Quality Assurance Program._ This committee meets.
regular]y to evaiuate the progress of the program. and to: make

decis'lm on FOR po‘Hcy matwrs 1nvolv1ng its: 1w7emenmicn. -

Dn August 28. 1974, I met with the prfnc'l pal Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Health and Env1ronment) Vernon HacKenzie. regarding the.

;,‘quality assurance program_and' we agreed to move forward as rapidly as

- ,,-,poss‘lble uith ﬂ;., A s1mﬂar spirit of: tota'l cooperation has enhanced

our. progress with the VA, and with other agencics in Hea'lth Education.
and llc]fare (HEH)

’ Additionaﬂy, an execut'lve 'Ieve1 interagency 'Haison group reoresentinu"
“the various agenc1es involved in the program was estabﬁshed.» This
group, prov1des an effect'lve means for the agencies to ‘be in. close and

continua! contact as the program 1s developed - and imrﬂemented.

FDA's Steering Colmﬁttee 1dentif1ed severa‘l aspects of a Government-wide
Quath Assurance Program which required detaﬂed study to assure ‘
. 'successfu'l 1mp1ementation. They were: B ' E
v (1) product suecifications,
L {2) manufacturing standards, _
(3) scope of 1nspectiona1 coverage,
(4) product testino, and -
(5) 1ist of.qua‘lifted firms.



