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on the other hand, there were a numbexr of instances where sag}ngs

were negligible or increased costs occurred. The ﬁajor postA

increase occurred with diuretics where the actual costs were one
perceht higher thah.eépected. Part of these cost increases may have bec
caused by pharmacists shifting to the d;:ug product at the price speci- °

fied in the RCLP.

Another factor could have been a change in prescription size. Re-
éucing ;he size of the érescription would ﬁaQe increased the cost

of prescriptions for a given volume of products; Examination of

the increases and decreases failed to uncover any consistent

pattern in one way or the other.. Overall, the average prescfiption’
size for all RCLP products was 93.7 items per prescription for the
pre~RCLP base period énd 92.6 for the test éeriod. The pre-RCLﬁ
pexiod ut?lized 587,386 prescriptions and the test period 637,830,
The difference in this latter pair of nqmbers was not judged as being
a significant factor in this study. However, the.reduction in the
Qverage prescription size cquldiﬁe‘significanﬁ because it represents
a l.2% reauction in quantityAhhiéh in and of itself could rgprésent

a major portion of the 2.5% savings shown.



