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gor'manx years California has had a sigﬂificant stake in the
purchase of’brescriptioﬁ’medication and medical éuppiies for
-public assistance recipients and other persons fiﬁanciailybun—
.able to meet their heélthlcare needs. The number of services

and recipients'haveF{néreasgd-to the point that.such purchases
'have increased from 58.5 million in 1957—58; the first.year 6f
the Public Assistanée.Medical Cére Program (PAMC), to $20.1
million ‘in 1ts last year (1964~65). Ten years later $90.1
'milllon was budgeted for prescr;ptlon pharmaceut;ca* products
Lunder Med1 Cal, the successor to the PAMC Program.

These figtres represent costs.for products'purcﬁaéed Sy prescrip-
tion for non—hospntal;zed patlents. Under these public programs
relmbursements to pharmaCLSts have been made 1n ‘'several ways; but
basically the programs have allowed an 1ngredzent cost plus a
sténdérd professidnal fee. The ingredient cost may be (ox mayf‘
have been) the wholesale éést with or without a markup, or a

cost based on a "standard" package, while the standard pro£e551onal
‘fee may be (or may have been) increased to allow for extempor- '
ancously compougded prescriptions.  Regardless of how these re-

imbursements have been determined, there always have been some



