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The DRB resolution, in addition, emphasizes accountability of the
healeh pr sionals Involved=~the physician and the pharmacist--for their

decidsio or the ph, cian, he must be prepared to defend his dece o
to res t the dispe drug product to the specific brand named in his

pres reion, should L choose ko require such a xestriction. For the
pharmacist, he must be prepared to defend his substitution of a cheaper
drug prodoct than a brand named in the preseription, should substitulion
be permitted by the physician.

The DR is aware that it changed dts position during the calendar
year 1973, so that the final position is almost exactly opposite to that
it initgally comsidered taking on this fesue.  The main reasons for this
change !;cro. (1) learning that amendment of mntisubstitution laws does not
mean removing from the physician the preropative of requiring a particular
brand; (2) becoming avare of the data on source manufacturer of a mmber
of different. brands of some chemical entities (e.g., telracycline and
chloral hydrate, as recorded in the "Hearings before the Subcommittce on
Small Business of the U.S. Senate, 93rd Congress, Second Session, ete.,
etc.," Part 24, February 20, 21, March 5, and 6, 1974); (3) cxamining the
relative laws recenily passed by the states of Florida and Michigan. An
important wnstated aspect of this issue, however, is the conspicuous
absence of data or information of any sort for use by the health profes—
sionals in malking such decisions, other than cost data. As stated above,
however, the DRB decided that, in the absence of data indicating incqui-~
valence, cost would often be the deciding factor; and the pharmacist is
often in the best position to make this final choice.

The rcsol\gtion vas passed wnanimously by the members of the DRB with one
abstention, that of J. Richard Crout, director, Burcau of Drugs, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, whose agency has not taken an official stand on the issuc. Chairman of the DRU is
Frederick E. Shideman, ‘héad, department of pharmacology, University of Minnesota. Other
members are Daniel L. Azarnoff, professor of medicine and pharmacology, University of Kansas
bllcdic:\l Center; James A. }ln'in, director, division of basic health sciences, Emory Univer-
sity; Mitchell B. l)altcr: chief, special studies section, psyclmphafmacoln,;y rescavch
branch, National Institute of Hcl\i;af lNealth; Allan I).')!:iss, associate dean for biomedical
s‘cicnccs, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine; Paul Calabresi, physician-in-chict,
Rdgcy Williams General lospital, Brown Univéraicy; J. Richard Crout, dircctlor, Burcau of
Drugs, Food and Drug Administration; Victor A. Drill,'d'ircctor. scicntific and professional
affairs, G.D. Scarle & Co., Skokie, Illinois; Robert M. Nodges, vice president, rescarch
and development, Parke, Davis & Company, Ann Arbor, Michigan; Nugh H. Musscy, cditor
emeritus, Amerlcan Medical Association, Chicage, Illinois; Werner Kalow, chairman, depart-
ment of pharmacolopy, University of Toronto; Thomas b. i{hmcy. professor of patholopy,

Duke University Medical Cemter; Kemneth G. KO‘IISI;O(‘("I:. professor of medicine, Indiana



