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Brug posttion
change refected

A 1esolution passed March 14 by the
Drug Research Board to clarify the HDRB
position on diup, anti-substitution laws
was rejected thiee days later by the
Executive Commitlee of the Assembly
of Life Sciences of the National Reswarch
Cuouncil.

Last Oclober, the DRB had passed a
resolution that was interpreted, in a
press release from the National Research
Council, as calling for changes in the
laws. The interpretation was disseminat-
ed by the American Pharmaceutical
Assn., which is sceking repeal of anti-
substitution laws. In its March 14 resolu-
tion, the DRB said, “In retaining to the
physician the responsibility for drug
selection, the DRB adopted no position
with respect 1o changes in, or repeal of,
drug anti-substitution laws.”

IN"A MEMO to DRB members,
Thomas J. Kennedy, MD, exccutive di-
rector of the Assembly of Lifé Sciences,
said his committee “explicitly rejects the
actions which the Drug Research Board
took at its meeting of March 14, 1975,
to amend its resolution of Oct. 25, 1974,
since at least onc of these amendments
is patently inconsistent with the original
position of the DRB. The [xecutive
Commitice of the ALS approved this
ariginal position several months ago and
today reaffirms its concurrence with that
original position.”

His memo followed a communication
from Duke C. Trexler, DRB sccretary,
asking membeis to respond by postcard
on whether to conduct a mail ballot or
recommend other review  procedures.
Dr. Kennedy's memo contended that the
excculive committee action “does not
necessitate any additional review or ac-
tion by the DRB; (the DRB) is free to
follow any course of action that it deems
appropriate.”’

AMA Board Chairman Richard E.
Palmer, MD, and Trustee Jere \W. Annis,
MD, participated in the March 14 DRB
meeting.

This weel in JAMA

“Antiobotics and Gram-Nepative
Bacteremia,” by ). T. Curti, MD, of
New Yoik, will be the featned
special  communication  in the
March 31 issue of the Journal of
the AMA.
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