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. @ CLARIFICATION EN ROUTE ON MRC's DRUG SURSTITUTION PRESS RELEASE and back-

. ground
statement, issucd Jan. 21 to announce fext.of resolution adopted by the Drug Rescarch Board (DRB) at

its meefing late Jast Oct. Exact nature of upcoming clarification action by NRC is not known because
members and iwviled guests at the March 14 semi-annual meeting of the Drug Research Board were
warned 10 keep quicl ~ almost sworn to oaths of seerecy. But non-substantive discussions with DRB

members left the clear impression that something must be in the works - otherwise why all the scerecy
and all the accompanying fol-di-ral.

9 The known, public facts are simple, clear, obyious, and even clemental to any knowl-

edgeable observér. DRB passed a resolution last Oct. 25, exprossing its view that the
MD must discharge personal responsibility by making a definite choice between: ‘1) Dele-
gating to the pharmacist authority to select the specific drug product to be dispensed; or
(2) Retaining the MID's inherent right to select the specific product. Only thing new in the -
Oct. resolution was a slight shift by DRB in the direction of more product selection by
pharmacists, via the requirement that the AD make an affirmative choice.

n the DRB jesolution got to the rarificd atmosphere in which the permanent staff
ionaries of the Natl. Research Council operate, a press release titled - Drug Board

Sl br Drug Substitution: Laws - and a related backeround statement were pre-
. QS\ca\'\\‘ll'lgt\\-lniclc for making DRI Oct. tesolution public. The press release and back-
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A ‘hﬁnyul;\\!nlp_ nt represent the kind of overariting about which seientists always complain
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,gv\\.*l(v(h‘}]jp‘ by rdy or obscure texts are reported in the press.
DR MS)
Q/}&"\'g'\‘*;‘w .\‘u.»(\\) (rmation i< required for the Tact that DRI couldn’t stand still for the kimd of
X )}')‘ rﬁ'\!‘i«/,(’u‘lc:uc isxim'd by NRC, notwithstanding etforts by NRC stalf I‘unclit\n:lrirs 1o

hatip on the hed. The secrecy claptugy confinms the following ClA-type intellience eval
wition:  DRB at its March 14 mecting reiterated whit #t ntended by the resolation passed
i Oct.; expiossed displeasure with the NRC press release and hackprowmd statement s and
demanded i NRC chinfication that moty closely 1eflects its Oct. resolition,
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