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“(11) final decision and orders of the Commissioners of the District
of Columbia denying, suspending, or revoking any license, denying any re-
newal of a license or reinstatemeént of a license, pursuant to the District
of Columbia Optometry Act.”

'Sec. 4. This Act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after the date of its
enactment.

H.R. 12297, 90th Cong., 1st sess., by Mr. Nelsen and Mr. Clausen, on August 10, 1967

A BILL To amend the Act of May 28, 1924, to revise existing law relating to the examina-
tion, licensure, registration, and regulation of optometrists and the practice of optom-
etry in the DlStI‘lCt of Columbia, and for other purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled “An Act to regulate
the practice of optometry in the District of Columbia”, approved May 28, 1924,
as amended (D.C. Code, secs 501-522), is amended to read as follows:

“Secrron. 1. This Act may be cited as the ‘District of Columbia Optometry
Act’.

“SEc. 2. The practice of optometry as a profession in the District of Columbia
is hereby declared to affect the public health, welfare, and safety, thus requiring
regulation and control in the public interest. It is further declared to be a matter
of public interest and concern that the practice of optometry as a profession be
limited to qualified persons admitted to the practice of optometry in the District
of Columbia under the provisions of this Act.

“SEc. 3. As used in this Act—

“(1) ‘Commissioners’ means the Board of Commissioners of the District
of Columbia or its designated agents;

“(2) ‘practice of optometry’ means, any one, any combmaﬁon, or all of
the following acts or practices as they are included in the curriculum of
recognized schools and colleges of optometery: (a) the employment of any
objective or subjective means for the examination of the human eye, in-
cluding its appendages; (b) the measurement of the powers or range of
human vision; (c) the determination of the accommodative and refractive
powers of the human eye; (d) the prescription of lens, prisms, or frames for
the aid of the human eye; (e) the adaptation, utilization, or furnishing of
lenses, prisms, or frames for the aid of the human eye; (f) the prescribing,
directing the use of, or administering vision training or orthoptics, and the
use of any optical device in connection therewith; (g) the prescribing of
contact lenses for, or the fitting or adaptation of contact lenses to the human
eye; and (h) the identification of any departure from the normal condition or
function of the human eye, including its appendages:

“(3) ‘optometrist’ means, except as otherwise provided in this Act, an
individual licensed to engage in the practice of optometry in the District of
Columbia ;

“(4) ‘person’ means any natural person, corporation, association, company,
firm, partnership, or society;

“(5) ‘individual’ means only 2 natural person; and

“(6) ‘State’ means the States of the United States, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, and the territories of the United States.

“Sgc. 4. The Commissioners shall issue a license to practice optometry in the
Distriet of Columbia to any individual who—

“(1) is at least twenty-one years of age;

“{2) is of good moral character;

“(8) is mentally competent ;

“(4) has satisfied the Commissioners that he has had a prehmmarv educa-
tion equivalent to the completion of a four-year course of study in an ac-
credited high school;

“(5) has completed a preoptometrlc course of at least two years at college
level.

“(6) -has graduated from a school or college of optometry approved by
the Commissioners after completion of a course of study of not less than
four years;

“(7) has passed written, oral, and practleal examinations as preseribed
by the Commissioners in- the following subjects: geometric, physical and



