12 OPTOMETRY

discretion, may decide, shall make such order as is proper and may punish as a
contempt, any failure to comply with such order in accordance with section 11—
982 of the District of Columbia Code.

“Sec. 12, Whenever, in the judgment of the Commissioners, any person has en-
gaged in or is about to engage in any act or practice which constitutes or will
constitute a violation of any provision of this Act, the Commissioners may make
application to the District of Columbia Court of General Sessions for an order
either temporarily or permanently enjoining such act or practice, and upon
showing by the Commissioners that such person has engaged in or is about to
engage in any such act or practice, an injunction restraining order, or such other
order as may be appropriate shall be granted by the court, without bond.

“Sec. 13. (a) Prosecutions for violations of any of the provisions of this Act
shall be conducted in the name of the District of Columbia in the District of
Columbia Court of General Sessions by the Corporation Counsel or any of his
assistants.

“(b) An optometrist licensed under this Act shall be considered competent
after qualification by the court to present testimony relating to the practice of
optometry as defined in ithis Act. Certificates of visual condition, acuity, and
efficiency issued by any duly licensed optometrist under this Act, shall be ac-
cepted as qualified evidence of the visual condition, acuity, and efficiency of the
person to whom such certificate shall relate, by officers or employees of the gov-
ernment of the District of Columbia in the performance of their duties.

“SEc. 14. No officer or employee of the District of Columbia shall, in the ad-
ministration of any law applicable to the District of Columbia, deprive any per-
son of his right to exercise his freedom of choice of an optometrist or a physician.

“8rc. 15. The Commissioners are authorized to delegate to the Board of Op-
tometry established by Reorganization Order Numbered 59 all or any part
of the powers, duties, and functions vested in them by this Act. The Commis-
sioners are authorized to delegate to any other officer or employee of the govern-
ment of the District of Columbia all or any part of such powers, duties, and fune-
tions. Any delegation made under authority of this section shall be for such
periods and subject to such conditions as the Commissioners determine neces-
sary.”

SEc. 2. Bvery license to practice optometry in the District of Columbia which
is valid on the effective date of this Act shall continue to be valid under the
District of Columbia Optometry Act, as amended by this Aect, until such date
within one year of the effective date of this Act, as the Commissioners of the
District of Columbia fix as the date for the automatic annual renewal for such
license under the District of Columbia Optometry Act, and any such license
which would have expired between the effective date of this Act and the annual
renewal date fixed for such license by the Commissioners under this section
shall continue in effect until such renewal date, unless sooner suspended or
revoked in accordance with the District of Columbia Optometry Act.

Sec. 3. Subsection (a) of section 11-742 of the District of Columbia Code is
amended (1) by striking out “and” at the end of paragraph (9) ; (2) by striking
out the period at the end of paragraph (10) and inserting in lieu thereof a
semicolon; and (3) by adding at the end thereof the following new paragraph:

“(11) final decision and orders of the Commissioners of the District of
Columbia denying, suspending, or revoking any license, denying any renewal
of 4 license or reinstatement of a license, pursuant to the District of Colum-
bia Optometry Act.”

Sec. 4. This Act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after the date of its
enactment. '

H.R. 12276, 90th Cong., 1st sess., by Mr. Sisk (for himself, Mr, Dole, Mr. Adams,
1\'(1)1'.1 s;](f‘;’ezague of Texas, Mr. Fuqua, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Skubitz) on August
10,

A BILL To amend the Act of May 28, 1924, to revise existing law relating to the examina-
tion, licensure, registration, and regulation of optometrists and the practice of optom-
etry in the District of Columbia, and for other purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled “An Act to regulate the
practice of optometry in the District of Columbia”, approved May 28, 1924, as
amended (D.C. Code, secs. 501-522), is amended to read as follows:



