106 OPTOMETRY

Mr. Weinmaxw. In the Governor’s Message, he also pointed out that
low cost eye care was adversely affected by that bill.

Mr. HarsHA. I thought I understood you to say, Mr. Weinmann,
that 75 per cent of all the income of optometrists 1s acquired by sell-
ing eyeglasses? ~

Mr. Wrinmann. That is correct.

Mr. Harsza. How doyou arrive at that ? ’

Mr. WreinmaN~. I have seen that statistic and will be happy to
furnish the evidence of it to this subcommittee.

Mr. Harsma. Can you recall where you got this information?

Mr. Weinarany. In a memorandum which I believe was submitted in
a case which may now be pending in the State of New York called
People vs. Sterling, I believe, and I would be happy to submit that
memorandum to this subcommittee. v

I think the basis for that figure is included in that memorandum.

Mr. Harsua. Is this a case involving optometrists ?

Mr. Wernaann. No, it is a case involving corporations which prac-
tice optometry. In fact, the main corporation involved in this case,
Sterling, also 1s located in the District of Columbia.

Mr. Harsza. Does this involve the income of corporations involved
in the practice of optometry or does it involve an individual involved
in the practice of optometry ?

Mr. Weinmaxwy. The case primarily concerns itself with advertis-
ing and the right of corporations to advertise. That is what the case
is about. The corporation employs optometrists. In fact, those optom-
etrists are represented by this union. Our union, Local 408, represents
hundreds of optometrists. _

Mr. Harsma, T don't see how you can quote a figure of 75 per cent
of all optometrists’ income is gained by the sale of eyeglasses.

Mr. Wernmaxy. That is a correct figure. You can get that also from
Medicare and Medieaid, both. :

Mr. Harsma. If that figure is very far off, it ian’t a very substantial
statement. ' :

That is all T have. ‘

Mr. WemNazaxw. As a matter of fact, I think some of the other
witnesses who intend to testify against this bill will have much more
data on it. Perhaps witnesses who are present in this room today. I see
Sterling listed on'the schedule of speakers, and T would assume that
the speaker for Sterling will have some information on that.

“Mr. Sisx. The gentleman from Maryland.

Mzr. Gupe. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. : ’ o

"Mr. Weinmann, yesterday Dr. Chapman, speaking on behalf of the
American Optometric Association, stated that in regard to House
1283, the purpose of the bill is simple; to elevate the practice of op-
tometry in the District of Columbia to the level of professions recog-
nized in the other states. Could you comment on that statement ?

Mr.: Wernmax~. Yes. The State of New York, for example, does
describe optometry as a profession. There is no dispute about that fact.
At the same time, in that statute there is reference to the corporate
practice of optometry, almost in the same paragraph. So that it is
clear that by using the term “profession” in the statute, it is not meant
to classify it as a learned profession such as the law, for example. Ob-



