48 AIR POLLUTION

My interest also includes work in the District of Columbia on the
Committee on Inhalation Therapy for the Washington Hospital
Center and various other hospital activities.

I am actually substituting to some extent for Dr. Harold Silver, who
was originally scheduled to appear here, but because of the change in
time, was unable to.

There have been a number of statements made and the only ones
that I can substantiate are those directly relating to the care of
patients with pumonary and respiratory problems, and this is my
primary interest. '

I have noticed in my own practice there are frequently changes for-
the worse in patients with emphysema and with other respiratory
diseases when there is a heavier apparent air pollution. This has been
particularly apparent often in clinics that we have had at the Wash-
ington Hospital Center in the pulmonary clinic where we have many
patients with emphysema, chronic bronchitis, and chronic lung disease.

I cannot give any specific figures. Unfortunately this has to be
simply a subjective impression. »

Mr. Morrer. May I interrupt you ?

Are there no statistics available and/or reports of statistics avail-
able on reports on conditions that existed in Pittsburgh before and
after they cleaned up the city there ?

Dr. Grrcer. I can’t state as to Pittsburgh. I have a little data on an
area of Staten Island in New York which was affected by Elizabeth
and Bayonne, New Jersey. .

Mr. Murrer. I refer. to Pittsburgh specifically because we know
Pittsburgh had a very bad situation at one time and they cleaned it
up to a tremendous extent. Staten Island is a bad situation and the
situation is getting worse. They haven’t begun to clean it up.

Dr. Grreer. That is right. I was talking earlier this morning with
a doctor that comes from Pittsburgh and his impression was there was
improvement. I think the work in Pittsburgh has been smoke abate-
ment rather than the actual diminution of other contaminants which
are not so readily visible and there is still considerable trouble with
automotive exhaust and sulfur dioxide and other things in Pittsburgh.

In the interest of time I don’t want to read a lot of things that T
have written here. I would certainly hope that this kind of legisla-
tion would help to eliminate the hazards of air pollution in this area,
and I would feel strongly that the capital of the nation certainly should
be in the vanguard of those areas developing model standards for air
pollution control.

I would hope that this bill will meet with favorable action by the
Committee and the Congress.

Mr. Win~. Doctor, these people in the clinic that you mentioned
and the ones that you have treated, do you feel that they would be
better off, healthier, if they were sent away from the District or from:
the cities where there is known heavy air pollution?

Dr. Grreer. T have seen this. Actually I can think of one particular
patient of mine who has severe emphysema and who has moved to
Arizona. I am not exactly sure where, but a small town in Arizona
where the air is much less polluted. And from what I have heard from
this man he has been benefitted by this. He would have specific worsen-
ing of his shortness of breath and cough whenever he attempted to



