OAHE, UNIT, MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJ

ommend that the bill be enacted as amended herein
“The Oahe unit was authorized by the Mood 'C ‘
and 1 (60 Stat. 641). The general comprehen»,we pldll for the l\ issouri River
j ented in Senate Document 191 and House Document 475
d and coordinated by Senate Document 247 (78th Con-
subsequent planning report on the Inltldl S
mut wa\ prep‘ d mxsuan to the pluvlswns of Puhlw
which  requir
River Basin
1964. Authontv g istig
provic )y the Act of \eptemher 6 (80 Stat. 4()1)
The initial stage of the Oahe umt would be a multipurpose water atd 1‘e1ated
land;resources development providing an irigation water supply to 190,000 acres:
()L Lllld and municipal and industrial water supplies to ‘lt towu% and cities i
ear the unit. It would-als
oppm tunities, and fish and wildlife ('onwrvation and deve )me 1t Benehts
ue tn area ledevolpmult n 1 construction of the unit as well ‘as fr
ies that would follow.
of the unit will consist of
planfs. a system of main canals, the three regulating r y
proposed Blunt, Cresbard, and. Byron Dams, the ing Diversion Dam,
and channel improveéments on the James River. Th acilities would be supple-
mented by distribution canals, laterals, and pumping plants to deliver water to
the land, and the necessary drainage facilities, Pumping power would be obtained
from-the Missouri River Basin Power System.
)0,000-acres of new land proposed for irrigation development in the
initial stage lie in the Lake Plain area adjacent to the James River in Bro
Spink Counties in northeastern South Dakota. Irri gation in the area b
extremew limited because of inadequate surface water xupphes during t Y
season and the'limited groundw supply. Rainfall is neither tune]v nor
ate to realize the agricultural potential that the lands would have with.a
full “water supply. The provision of a dependable water supply . for irrig
would remove the present high risk associated with dryland farming, improve

the agricultural ba and stimulate and bilize the overall economy of the
area’'to the benefit of the S S
small grain” farming would, ,
e diverse-crops associated with livestock produc
shi crops such as beets.
Water supply for the unit would be obtained primarily from the M
River by d1vert1ng water from the existing ()dhe Reservoir thro

unit will average: 563,900 acre-feet annually. Div on from ()ahe Reservoir
would supply about 72 percont of thh nnounf or —10 400 acle-ioet 104,800 acre-
feét: would''be ob 8 River ‘in "the
Lake . ‘Plain area’; .111(1 the 1‘ema1n]n°‘ 0”00 aue “foet Would be obtained front
natural flows of the James River. !
equent further studies made of ‘the plah presentvd in tl ¥ ‘planning reéport

» that investments required to enhs mercial power productio

sting Oahe powerplant would be infeasibleé: Therefore, the report t

modified: to eliminate the power enhanceniént funetion and the benefits at
table to this purpose reduce the cost estimates of ‘the unit by ‘the amount
ould have been néeded to iné 1ude that funetion. Subsequent’ considération
ot (he plan also led to theé decision'not to include the additiondl: ‘eapacity which
-~ was-proposed in some of the principal supply works for ultimate development of
the unit. This also reduced the cost estimate o J“mally presented in the planning

report.

Thetotal project and assigned cost for the initial stage of the Oahe wunit as
shown'in the original teport was reduced from $246,230,000 to $284,038,000 (Jan-
uary ‘1964 prices) for this modified plan. A comparison of the' xllocatmn of such




