OAHE, UNIT, MISSOURL RIVER BASIN PROJECT,

) xa
project.” \ 4 mppv
and I ‘1sqocmte nyself first of :t v junior. col-
league with r Oard to our appreciatiol h es who have
come here from South Dak t; , '

101, that thlS oomm]ttee ha% pl‘O ded
as.Wwe move now in. ) the dn‘ectlo of authorizing S, take care of
the Oahe unit, which we hope can be done expedi ) .
wheels of the Approplmtlons Committee cannot. turn until the author-
ization bill has passed tl Conoress ;

"This brin I ‘ ,

Missouri River dev lopment pI’OO‘l“lnl T well remember. the early
1940’s when we were going up and down the river through a nine
State: area. with Membe s of Congress and the various Gov rnors
who were, serving at that time, wi ch representatives of the Corps of
Engineers.and, the Bureau of Reclamation, seeking to, sit down to-
gether and develop a plan which would provide the needed flood co
trol, irrigation, and other resource.developn ms to enhance
our overall economy. and well-being on the sourl River: and. pro
tect, the people.in the lower areas from th esome ﬂoods which have
been disturbing the populace for many yea ;

I recall the many meetings with General Pick and Glenn Sloan, who
started out at arms’, length at, the heginning of that long tour and
wound up workmg ‘together Wlth complete cooperation, and utting:
a rea] path, it seems to me, in the w y in which two companion dl~
visions of (overnment, the Corps of Engineers and the Bmeau of
Reclamation, could Work together as one.

The plan oalled for the construction of four. hloh dams on the
Missouri River in South Dakota and one in North Dakota, which
would provide water for irrigation of what was thought to be around

750,000 acres. It also would pIOVlde significant flood. control, naviga-
tion, and water quality control benefits to. many residents down the
stream, along the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers.

Of course, it has been tremendously successful in the generation of
cheap hydroelectric power. From.the very inning, the people and
all public officials of South Dakota have strongly backed the full de-
velopment of the Pick-Sloan plan, even though it would flood. and
remove from the, tax rolls in South Dakgta, as it did in North.Da-
kota, over 1 million acres of productive agricultural land.

The irrigation development is a benefit of construction of the
large-scale ‘dams, and as a result of the inundating of our fertile land,

Oahe project was to be our oompenmhon for giving
up this one-half million acres of land. Thus, when we come bef
committee today, and we appear before the (“onwresx, weare asking
less than 1 acre of irrigation development for each 2 : s of our land
that is now inundated because of the de elopment of this great natural
resource. :

The portion of this irrigation, an area of 190,000 acres which would
be provided for in this initial stage construction of the Oahe irrig




