OAHE UNIT, ‘MISSOURI RIVER 'BASIN' PRO.
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1ri an deve )pment pro Ay, or the. P Sloan plan, we
ﬁnd that the mainstem dams have been constricted and are func-
tioning to provide full benefits it all the multiple purposes for which
they were created. These benefits almost all accrue to the States which
are downstream on the Missouri River from South Dakota.

Electric power generation and transmis icilities are in large
measure completed but here also substantml qus 1t1es of ‘the electric
power generated is transmitted to St g South Dakota.
The large reservoirs in South Dakota are i
and fish and wildlife development, but additional developm 8€

facilities is dependent upon irrigation development as would be imple-
mented when the Congress approves.S. 6.

As authorized in 1 by the Flood Control Act, the Qahe unit en-
visioned a diversion of water from the Missouri Rtver for irrigation
in east central South Dakota. A feasibility study, which was dated
May 1965, by the Bureau of Reclamation, shows that the multiple-
purpose Oahe unit would provide about 495,000 acres of irrigable land.
That is our plan and that is ourhope for the future.

We talked here this morning of the initial stage of that. The full
program would provide for a munlup‘tl and industrial water supply
for 93 cities and towns. It would provide for recreation, and fish and
wildlife development in 29 localities, and flood control and pollutant
abatement benefits for people generally in the eastern part of the
State.

V ve been told by the chairman that the project has a cost-benefit
ratio of 2.8 to 1. So we ask this morning, Mr. Chairman, in this legis-
lation for authorizing the initial stage of development.

I repeat, this is itial stage of large program. which will con-
tinue t 7, T'am sure by stea 1ncrements, as we start

) 1on works. This
nmm] staoe is for 1‘)0 00 : it

For'a moment I wot ike t t'ioh some of the wmﬁcant
economic impac ts which it is e‘cpe
the economy of South Dal

No. 1. The primary nnpfwt of cours e, would be the stabilization
of farm production and income. TR :

No. 2. It would increase the gross income from farms by an esti-
mated $30 million to $50 mllhon, arid’ the net farm income for the
area involved by $15 million to $20 million.

It would provide a more accessible markét for over 50,000 head of
fee cattle. "The increased Volume of ‘business oenemted directly
by fhe irrigation ‘development is' estimated to amount to over ‘H
million. ‘

Federal taxes from thl% new income would greatly benefit our‘FecL
eral treasury. L ’ ‘

Increased local, State and Féderal tax revenues resulting directly
from the irrigation development would total over $6 million annually.




