28 OAHE TUNIT, MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECT

Whereas the development of the Oahe Unit will stimulate population growth
in the project area increasing the number of farm families and attlactmo
numerous other families to staff the increasing industrial developmernts asso-
ciated with this multiple-purpose development thus rev ng ‘the trend of
declining population that has been experienced in the state for a number of
years ’\Iow therefore be i‘t

annual
ta tlus 231‘(1 duJ 07 Vovembm, )‘6‘, That
caflirm its support for the development of the Oahe Irrigation
hnt and ask that early authorization is given this project by the Congress of
the United States.
Adopted by SDAC’s Membership November 22; 1966.
EReaffirmed by ‘Board of Directors May 5, 1967.

STATEMENT OF REV. ORVILLE M. HEPLER, REPRESENTING S DAX UNCIL
or CHURCHES

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee : I am Rev, Orville M. Hopler speak-
ing for the %outh Dakota Council of ‘Churches, and other church bodies in South
Dakota.

We do want to commend and thank ¢ committee for holding the Senate
Sub-Committee Hearing on the Oahe I i : ct at Redfield, South
Dakota on May 22, 1967. At that time several hundred local peoy Community
leaders demonstratod to your sub-committee tthe gr: s intere and concern
of the peopleof South Dakota for this pr .

We strongly urge your favorable c0ns1de
Thme are manv })PI\Onb Who favor irrigati B yuL ulplv f

20 beyone

have dire<t ;md f;u reaching con equence‘ t01 the soc
this entire area. The home, the;s

be affected by what is o

tion of farms; many families can find a new le‘

[ such a relationship, and so keep
ogether., Many marginal farmers would find that, where at pr
have additional ‘income from off the farm to’ maintain theu-
irrigation with ‘a sufficient supply of water: would i
so that off the farm income would no longer be nec
full time and better farmers, with renewed hope -and enthusiams for e fut‘m‘e.
‘arm income affects all the surrounding community life, including our towns
ies. A good Water supph 1~ the life blood of agriculture. As agriculture
oduction, this in turn would help
stabilize the entire economy, be helpful in long range strategy and planning for
our churches and schools as well: as our o gocial - instititions and com-
munities, In our.smaller towns with their declining population, these institu
which are at the-heart of our American way of life, suffer most. Without an
adequate tax basis for our schools we cannot provide the best educational op-
portunities for our children. Without sufficient people and financial resources the
influence of the church in many:of these communities will be lost, a8 more and
more churches are forced to close.
7e have mentioned the trend of declining population in South Dakota. This
project could lessen or reverse that trend as the young people of our communities
found new job opénings awaiting them at the end of their school ye Some of
the future community leaders whom we are now forced by economic ne
to send to other states would perhaps remain in South Dakota and our
munities would be better because of their leade . City development
course, closely tied to the stabilization ‘of the population and economy. More
effective city planning would bé possible with a stable economy. New areas of
conservation and wild life development would be possible, thus creating a more
inviting atmosphere for living in South Dakota. This, in turn, could contribute
in some small measure in helping to alleviate the overcrowding of our cities.




