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In return for this assurance, South Dakota citizens have permitted
the flooding of hundreds of thousands of acres of what our most

roductim farmland to provide water storage areas to prevent flood-
ing on the Missouri River downstream. This valuable cropland has
now been lost forever, and along with it the income that would other-
wise have been produced from these lands.

In addition to this, substantial tax revenues for local tax districts
have also been lost forever because of the 1esult1ng flooding of the
enmre Missouri River Valley within the State of South Dakota This
serious economic loss to the people of our State can at least be partially
replaced by the development of irrigable lands that lay generally up
and down the James River Valley, which is approxinmte]y 100 miles

st of the Missouri River.

11 other phases of the multipurpose river development project
within our State have now been cor ted. It is time now to move
ahead with the irrigation phase. of this multipurpose project.

2. The development of the age ‘of the Oahe irrigation pro-
posal, which involves a pote tial of 190 ,000 acm of irrigated land,
primarily in Brown and Spink Counties, wﬂl reestablish new economic
opportunities for the people in this area which will result in great
benefits to the citizens of South Dakota as well as to people Lhrouohout_
our Nation and, in fact, the world.

I have re ad on many occasions statements by economists, agricul-

plies will no i i 0 meet the growing
needs of our people fmd othm bey ond the ‘bo ders of our great Nation.
The vast amount of koodstuﬁs ‘rh‘tt can be uced on t‘his hicvhh
ble 1 '

nm(‘h to alleviate
3. Some opponents ot hi prolect have expressed the view that in-
,%ed irrigation at this time will only contribute to present-day food
ch, becau%e of price supports, have caused a drain on the
r of America and have had the added effect of depress-
ertain agricultural commodities. T'donot think that this

se at a'i ,
3ur tion in June of 1965 indi-
of this first b of 190,000 acres will
of reducing th rops which have been in
) > about: by reduction in thousands of acres of
grop](n d th‘lt are presentlv being o raise grains now in surplus,
the (11"91'\1011 nf these acres to the 1 ing of crops not in surplus but
feed and forage purposes.
Wor e‘(ample, acreage cuuen‘rly used for the raising of surplus crops
of barley, oats, and wheat would be reduced by over m.OOO acres, thus
ce the surplus of these grains, while such Crops as sugar
beets, certain sorghums for feed, increased use of past ureland,et. coters ;
1 be /increas ling new sources for food not now in surplus.
i savings to the taxpayers by reduced support pa;

sparsely settled State. This first stage alone
will 1)'()\/1(16‘ an add al 14,000 jobs for our people or others who

may wish to-come ot our pmud State for a better and more healthful
of life.




