56 OAHE UNIT, MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECT

conjunction with the Qahe unit will domuch to help alleviate a portion
of this damage.in future years. , ; . :
The subdistrict board of directors recognizes the tremendous impact
the Oghe unit will have on the Stateiand since the subdistrict was orga-
nized-they have worked tirelessly to further its development. Through
one Of:its committes they have had under consideration repayment
' ©ahe unit. These call for the Oahe Conservancy Sub-
atethe entire Oahe unit through a master contract be-

ed States and the subdistrict. The subdistrict. will also

‘principal ‘and-~guarantor for payments on the construction

:Undér the terms of thig contract. the subdistrict will commit a por-

tien af its-districtwide taxing powerto : ; T
¢, t.1, Assistdrrigation districts in paying operation, maintenance,
and replacement deficits that are expected to occur during the de-

. velopment period ; : o

-2, Finance 'operation, maintenance and replacement and con-
struetion: costs foi a:small ‘number ofirrigable acres that are
within the service area biit are not presently ineluded in an irriga-

tion distriet and;. G T v Pt e e
3. Pay a construction component to be applied on the water

it rsupply works.. £ ’ B :

Participating cortracts will then be entered into between the sub-
district and each water user.entity covering water service through the
Qahe, unit project works, This contract. will also set forth the relation-
ships .which: will exist between the subdistrict and'the water user

ecurity contract will be enacted between the United States and
each irrigation district to become effective only in the event the sub-
district. should default on the terms of the master contraet ;

‘Prior to the enactment. of the Federal Water Project Reclamation

Act, (Public Law 89+72). contract negotiations were nearly completed.
Since that time the subdistrict has agreed to act jointly with the South
Dakota Department of Game, Fish, and-Parks as a local non-Federal
sponsor for certain fish, wildlife and recreation areas proposed in con-
nection with the initial stage of the Oahe unit: This intent has been
forwarded, in writing, to the Secretary of the Interior.
- As a result of this agreement. it has been ne ry to go back and
take a second look at some of the contract provisions in order to make
them reflect. this agreement. Considerable pr has been..made
between the Bureau of Reclamation, water user entities and the sub-
district in ironing out these various types of contracts and we believe
that a complete agreement will be reached in the near future.

“We are aware that in deciding whether or not a project should be
authorized many factors are considered. One of these being the degree
of Jocal support present, for the project under consideration. Being a
representative of a grassroots organization in direct daily contact
with the local people it gives me great pleasure to report that the Oahe
unit has the strong support of almost all the people in the subdistrict.

It. should be mentioned, however, in all fa o the committee,
that while general overall support for the project is prominent there
exists: in occasional instances local opposition to irrigation.




