68 OAHE UNIT, MISSOURI RIVER BASIN./PROJECT

necessary for the'implementation of this project, Support was also
shown by the atténdance of over 700 people last May 22 at a field hear-
ing in Redfield, S. Dak. The people of South Dakota stand ready to do
their part in utilizing' the irrigation potential made available by this
unit. SR AR :

The Rural Electric Cooperatives of South Dakota, along with all
other segments of ‘6ur economy, stand ready to do. their part to bring
proper utilization of the'Oahe proj to reality. Every rural elec-
tric cooperative lodated in the area covered by the Oahe unit, as well
as others, recently completed an intensive irrigation study in order to
determine their power requirements so-that they may fulfill their role
irfthe development and utilization:of the Oahe unit. ; '

- This administration has stated on.numerous occasions that:ways
must be found to provide new opportunitiesin the rural areas. The con-
$truction of this project will help realize this goal and thereby benefit
the Nation. The entire country today is concerned about the migration
"of our citizens from the rural areas to the urban centers. The construe-
tion of ‘this project will reverse this trend in our area, thus benefiting
the Nation. i, ‘ !

The success of American agriculture, and the failure of many parts
of the world to feed itself, has placed:a responsibility on usto provi
not only encugh food for our own néeds, but to help feed a hungry
world. The construétion of this unit; resulting in an increased stability
of agriculture, will help: us fulfill.our commitment; not only to the
Nation but to the world. ' ‘ s

Mr. Chairman, the 36 rural electric cooperatives of South Dakota

“have unanimously resoluted:support: for: this entire project. The even-
tual development of this 490,000-acre’ project on the plains of South
Dakota, though seemingly far removed from our teeming urban cen-
ters and their myriad problems, 'will in ‘our opinion be of significant
importance to 4l sections ofiour great Nation for the reasons we have
given in this presentation: e ey
- Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for: this opportunity and our thanks to
the commuittee-forits ‘attertion. - T

Senator MoGoverN. Weappreciate having your statement, Mr. Ford.

- Our next witness will bé Mr: Chester Gullikson, president, Northern
Electrie Association. . oottt i oy L i

The REA’s obviously have an interest in this project. We arg:glad to
have a number of their representativeshere today. :

STATEMENT OF- CHESTER GULLIKSON, PRESIDENT, NORTHERN
! ELECTRIC-COOPERATIVE, INC, ABERDEEN, §. DAK.

Mr. Gurrisony Thank you, M. Chairman. - '

My name is Chester Gullikson, from Brown County, S. Dak. I rep-
resent, ‘as president, Northern’ Electric; Inc., Aberdeen, S. Dak.; and
Gullikson Farms; Bath,S: Dak. o

Northern Electri¢ is arural electric distribution cooperative serving
-2 major portion of the Ohefirrigation unit in Brown and northern
‘Spink Cotunties, and will be greéatly affected with the coming of irri-
:gation & FE R : ) ‘
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