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It is an absolute must to have somé people dedicated to the future
development of our resources for posterity. The problems we under-
take will lead to the quality of life we will pass on to our children.

With the exception of 4 years in the U.S. Navy, Spink County has
been my home for 60 years. So you must kuow I like living there, and
it has given me a good life. But with the Oahe project a reality it can
be a better place to live for more people.

I have been actively engaged in the promotion of the Oahe project
since M. Q. Sharpe'was Governor of South Dakota some 20 years ago.
Matter of fact, Governor Sharpe is the one who explained the economic
impact the Oahe project would have on South Dakota and the Nation,
and he explained it so well that I hope I will be able to live to see it
become a reality. R

I'want to close with this thought: When T see an irrigation project,
big or small, I think of it as “God’s beauty parlor:”

‘Senator McGovern. We appreciate your statement.

I notice you say you are the father of six boys'and one girl. Are
they living 1n Spink County or in South Dakota ? ‘

Mr. Jussen. No. I believe I mentioned that I had them living in
Minnesota, Iowa, and Colorado. Did I skip that portion ? I'might have.
Nevertheless, they do.

Senator McGoverw. I think I was concentrating on the rest of your
statement. ’ ‘ ’

Why did they leave the State? Maybe that will shed some light on
why we are losing young people from South Dakota. :

Mr. JesseN. There isn’t anything I would rather have been able to
do than to gainfully absorb my children in my farming operations.
But with the larger equipment and each farmworker being able to till
more acres, that became impossible. So, it became necessary for them
to leave and compete against young people in other areas. Does that
answer your question ? LA

Senator McGoverN. Yes.

Senator Mundt ? 4 S

Senator MOND e question T would like to ask. T am sorry
that I had to .t TRoon’s n due to'conflieting committee

ssigniments. We happen to have the Depuity Prime Minister of India
here visiting n 'Relations Commiittee, and we had some
problers to i S ' '

I came away because old mé you were on the stand. T am glad
that you are here earing in thie grafid ‘finale. T think you have
made'a fine statemer ~oncluc prings,

T"wag intrigued by the conversation twe had at lunch this noon, at
our end of the table, when you were regaling us with your experience
4s an iminigrant. You have had tangible eXperiente with what water
and sunshine will'do ofi' the g¢ h'of South’ Dakota. -

‘a'short statement, in summary, of
the economic experience you have had with irrigation. This, after all,
is*going to be the final ‘tést! How does it work out economically for
the farmers, the ranchers, and the townspedple of South Dakota? You
have been there. Yoiui havé had 'some experience. T' would liké to-have
you just summarize your experience like you did at noon at the table.

Mr. Jessex. Thank you. " & Lt R

First of all, Senators—both of you—I want to tell you'that I pio-
neered in irrigation practices. As a matter of fact, the Bureau of Recla-




