132 OAHE TUNYT;, MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECT

We respectfully urge, yourf i';able congideration of immediate authorization
of the Oahe IrrigationUnit: : ’ £ ‘
Respectfully submitted:

J AMES LoN@, Prvesidﬂent. i

" 'HuroN L1oNS INTERNATIONAL CLUSB,
Huron, 8. Dak., May 17,1967
Members of the: U:S. 8. te. Subcommittee. on - Power and. Water Resowrces,
of the Senate Inter ) 1 ffairs. Committee. . b ik {

GENTLEMEN : ¢ Huron Lions Club‘represents approximately 100-business-
men froi Huron; ‘South ! Pakota. The purpose of this organization'is to-provide
leéadership through’ sérvice to ‘build a better community- and world. b

‘Although the Oahe Trrigation Unit is located north of Huron, it will have a
aiféct ‘and 'significant efféct ‘on nearly all segments of the: Huron community.

Irrigation developmient'of the Oahe Unit will increase and- stabilize agricul-
tiral’ production; farm’ inconie, and 'farm-expenditures for the irrigation fariiers,
and for dryland farmers of the area who will have a nearby stablefeed b nd
market for their Tivestock. The'incr d-and stabilize farm production, in ime
and-expenditures. will have d' coficomitant increase and stabiliza
business and industry-of ‘the ‘area. Irrigation’ development will also increase
‘and ‘stabilize rural populdtion in Huroh’s trade are ‘

There is a distict need for increased and stabilized agricultural production
in thisarea’ to'meet' the' increasing national and world demand for/'food and
fiber products.’ ' ‘ :

The vast majority of Huron’s business and industrial interests’ aré directly
related to agriculture. Some examples are: Livestock sales rings ;' packing plints ;
livestock feedifig 1ots’; ‘graln’ elévators; seed companies; farm machiner;
mobile, and truck sales companies; and many others. Likewise, nearly ali other
retail, wholesale and service trade businesses in Huron are directly: or indirectly
dependent. on farm income of the area for the major portion of their business.

Irrigation development of thé Oahe Unit will increase the size and volume of
businéss' for business establishments in Huron and bring new business estab-
lishments and industries to Huron. . A S AT “
“Thnereased businéss' for ‘Huron ' leads to ‘inereased populdtion,
base which in turn leads to improved-education, réctreation, relig
iportation and commiuicationiopportu S Forithe @ren. ot 1T
<! This project:will make Cefitral :South Dakota: blossom- into:a much
agricultural area than is now possible and will also remove forever
-of ‘reéturning ‘to the days when this entiré area became:a huge Dust B
to the laé¢k’ rater. In:ithe 1980!s: when:-the Dust Bowl conditions hit:South
Dakota, - the -maini‘people ‘hurt were: ‘the loeal re ) bt in ouri modern
.econiomy, 'if ‘the :huge amount: of ‘food . that-is duced. +in: thisareal &t -the
present:timewas: taken :out of ‘the market due to drought. conditions, it would
affect the price and supply of food in:the entire United:States. bt #

.Another  important result: of-this project ‘Will ;be to make it ‘egonomica
feasiblefor the small farmer to remdin in-business: Atithe p time; nall
farmer-is moving from:ithe farm to: urban:areas-at an alar i Biile
the urban area, they are all too/often:unable to find workrand

ist of wnemployed. it il w ; ;
reasons; the: HunoniLions Club urges you to :authorize construction
of the Oahe Irrigation Projectiduring this session of Congress. c
g Sincerely yours, o : ; : ‘
. GEroRGE ' W..C

OpriMisT. CLUB. OF HURON,
Members of the U.S. te,; Subcommitiee.on Power.and Water

hist! Clnb 'of “Huron; South DaKota is
th of our community.
or this ] ) interested in the ultimate dev
‘Qalie Ifrig: o) E 'Spink Gounties in South Dakota: «riomns
SWhile thi§ projéet ‘may w Bvé ity igreatest’ impact/ upon the'two’ counities
north of Huron, it will, in fact, stabilize the agriculture of the area immedidtely
around Huron. . .




