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in the past year alone. Some will say:that tlhis is an inevitable adjust-
ment. The President himself is authority: for the statement that tv
thirds of the farmers are not needed. Perhaps this is true. Maybe 4
million farmers can produce the food and: fiber now: being produced
by 12 million. Perhaps we must lose another:8 million farmers; Per-
haps our small towns must perish. Perhaps rural areas cannot be saved.

I, for one, believe that the ciiltu hiat is miral America is important
to this Nation. Despite thelower economicistatus of the people of farm
areas, it is a good place to raise far s and to live the good life.

Why else i1s rural Americh worth 'saving:'% If for:no other reason
than to aveid compoundlng the (-mtlcal problems of the great metro-
politan ‘areas.

No. doubt most of the 81/2 ml]hon people who h‘we left the farm
ended up in large eities.; How do: you gentlemen feel about an addi-
tional 8 million people in the cities? The latest figures available to me
show that: major crimes per 100,000 people in “South Dakota were
about ‘one-half of the national average, and one-third of one-fourth
of the number reported for some of the most populous States. T read
with interest the report of the President’s Committee on Law Enforce-
ment and- Administration of Justice. Reproduced here is a table from
the report which: graphically demonstrates how the incidence of major

crimes grows in proportion:tothe density of the populatlon 3

TABLE 8.—~OFEENSES: KNOWN BY C]IY SIZE, 1965
IRates. per 100:000: popu‘lation]‘

Willful . Forcible . Aggra- bLarceny

2g
honii~ ¢ ¢i'rape:’i i Robbery: /'t vatéd | Burglary. $50a
id assault

25 000 to 50,000
10,000 to 25,00,

.. I sympathize with Mayor Lindgay: of New. York in his. problems
of transportation, and see that he is asking Congress for millions of
dollars to-revamp his. transit, system. .Rural America has no such
problem.

.. I note the.billions which have been spent by the Congress for urban
renewal. and, slum;clearance., I have personallv observed. the projects
in Chicago, Minneapolis, Pittslruargh, and Boston. I notice the requests
for billions of:dellars to finance demonstration, cities and model cities.
Rural :America:has no need of .appropriations for these purposes.
Constantly; in. the news media are_stories about the problems

pollution,, & ‘and water, -and. of the. billions of dollars. estimated
needed to:control it. Ru,ml America has no air ploblems, and wate
pollution ig local and comparatlvely minor,

rug addiction, prostitution;, alcoholism, -and many other: social

blems are much less a problem in the wide-open spaces.




