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it ‘o' South’ Dakota. You our staffs have examined the ecor
eélgniation proposal in great detail.'Senator’
i h ntroduced ;legislation which would authorize this
pI'O] j pisthislegistation wl ings you here today: When you
return to W shlncrton, I want you'to have the clear-and distir
pression that the pe()pl f South Dakita need this investment in our
future. Tt has been delayed too long already. We urge its immediate
authorization and. oonstructmn ;

Thank you. ; e

Senator Burpick. I mlght add at thls moment, that we see about
as much of this in North Dakota as you do.

f\Ve Wwould’like forcyou to-come: up and make use of this lignite coal
of ours. ..
3 Mr. Jonzs. Thank you, Senatm I like that 1nv1t%t10n and I will
080,
Senator McGovery, Thank' you so much, Senator Jones.

I know.Members of the Senate have heard Senator: Jones. testify
over the years and we especially appreciate his appearance here today.

Senator Burpick. T presume that, when you add @ number of thou-
sands of farmers to this new area, the load on the' REA is going
to increase and:you have more business. . .

Mr. JonEs. We have the idea that the more farms we , have' the
more load there'is on the REA, certainly.

Senator Burpiox. And you are reasonably ‘prepared to thake this
service when the time comes? -

Mr. Jones. They tell me the hgmte coal in North Dakota is un-
limited, and We are going to use some of it.

Senator. BUrbIoK. 1 got him to say it.

Mr. Jongs. I must say that most of our power presentlv ‘comes off
the Missouri River, but we are happy to be supplementmg 1t now with
a very fine resource, which comes, we find, from the adjoining State
of North Dakota: The-economics of it are ]ush right and conqequently
we use it.

"(The'statements and resolutions referred to follow:),

STATEMENT BY THE LAKE REGION ELECTBIC ASSOCIATION, INc., May 8, 1967

Lake Region Electric Assomatmn, Ine., is a rural cooperative providing electric
power to 2827 rural consumers in Day, Marshall and part of Roberts counties
in northeastern ‘South Dakota.

For several years, our members have given their support, in:the form of reso-
futions at their annual -meetings, to approval of the Oahe:Project. They have
directed their board of directors to actively promote and 'seek authorization of
the project.:,

The first istage of Oahe will: not prowde 1migation water for.our:service area.
Future development can cover a large area of Marshall County and Day County.
However, our area will receive/isome water-from the Garrison Project which will
extend from North Dakota into:the.uppermost; extremities of: Marshall County.
. At the risk of repeating.what others testify today, we are convineed that this
project can.reverse the trend toward fewer farms. Throughout our project there
are at least 500 farms that once received electric service from Lake Region which
today: stand unecgupied. This meanss the: cost of building the Iine-which once
served: them, m be: paid for by the: mgmbers who remain on the farm. From
their ‘standpomt we see a. need for stopping this exodus by building the Oahe
project.

* ICorn farmers in owr area look at 404bushel corn 'crops as a pretty good year.
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