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crops along the river. Livestock feeding and more intensified crop
farming would-assure more of these young men a future in this area.

If the-present trend continues; very few people will be left on the
land. Laige corporations will:take over and the:small towns and cities,
as well as the small farms, will be hard pressed to survive.

I believe that irrigation may be the ohly:hope we have in keeping
the small farms and small businestes from disappearing in ever in-
creasing numbers. Loregopl e i

I ask you to assist us in moving this work forward. :

Senator McGovery. Thank you for!your statement, Mr. Haskell.

: Is Mr. Robert Ewart here? We will put his statement in if heis not
ere. Syt

Mr. Robert :Johnson. Mr. Johnsen ‘is.speaking -on: behalf ' of/the
Northern Electric-Cooperative. ./ il vl

STATEMENT OF ROBERT JOHNSON, GROTON, BROWN COUNTY,
' i 8. DAK, 1 L i vl ;

Mr. Jorwson. My, name 181 Robe 0y &
Groton, Brown:County, 5. Dak. My 7. miles
River and as of now, I am of put.the Qahe. Irrig
.the privilege and the pleasure of appearing before your ¢o
the, spokesman, ifor; the: Northern, Electric. Cooperative which, s
2,500 member-owners in the northern part of Spink County and allof
Brown County. o . ‘.‘

.. \We directors of Northern Eleot v @1
far-reaching effects ‘of the propesed. Oahe Irrigation Di

to understand how it will mutually affect our coopers
owners. Our:cooperative, and all of the other. rural, ¢lectrio.
tives east of the Missouri River are pushing' the irvigation develop:
ment,, for. we are; confide ti it will improve, and greatly stabilize §
economy of the entire area. It is also importantito usbecanse our mem-
bers will be. using energy, dnring.the. summer speriods when electric
usage is at its lowest point of the year. Livaris 10

.. We directors are obligated to. hayeouw

provide.all the.addsi . eded. rig
air conditioning angd of i Northern » sident, who
will be testifying.at yowngs land 2 e James River
and last year carried on a very sueeessful irri operation on sev:
eral acres of cam. Thisyear 1m nbersare.planning irriga-
tion plots and,; ing' : to;operatei the pumps. Con-
fident that interest in irrigation would grow, our cooperative began
hegvying wpony liness ears pEos Quirnpw officebuilding, which
is located in the.center ject, 1s so constructed and designed as
to have adequate rooms for 4 stafl véady to give thié necessary help to
its ‘owners in: planning: theirindividual irrigation projects.. Our man-
ager, engineer, and sdirectors havé approved alow: irrigation rite to
make it easier to irrigate with electric-powered pumps. . i i

i “We are: grateful to.this U.S. Senbte Irrigation:Subeommittee for
eothing to our semiarid region which has renewsd: hope for a great
future with early dongressional appropriation approval for the Onhe
subdis Al oflyon memberssof $histcommitbee wre very familiar
with  this:semiavidland;of rours; how strikinglysdiffetent; it ig:frotn




